Please pray for the intentions of those here,
and for all your Franciscan family:

Dear Friars,
Here is my offering for our Franciscan missions, the poor, our
Franciscan students, and for the care of our elderly and sick Friars.

Gifts Come Full Circle

Fr. Ken Gering continues to work several days
a week at a nursing home in southern Indiana.
He is like the energizer bunny, always on the
go. In his free time he rakes leaves, sweeps the
sidewalks, and pitches in wherever else he sees
need. And, he is always praying for you.

In the 1940s, at a turning point in Demain Macey’s life, a
retreat with the Conventual Franciscan Friars at Mount St. Francis
in southern Indiana helped clarify his path. He returned to
his home in eastern Illinois and invested in the business that
became his life’s work. He also began supporting the Friars
who helped him find his way.
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$ _____________

Please charge my offering of $_______________
To my:

MasterCard    

Visa    

American Express

___________________________________________________
Card Number
_______________________
Expiration Date

More than 50 years later, his widow, Gertrude, was being
treated in Union Hospital in Terre Haute, Indiana. The
chaplain, Conventual Friar Fr. Ken Gering, was a source of
support for her and her family – even making a couple of
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Name:______________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________
City:_______________________________________________
State:_____________________ Zip:______________________
Phone:______________________________________________

Today, their son Damian continues to support the Conventual
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E-mail address:_______________________________________

We would like to remember you on your birthday.
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Please pray for my intentions

In Thanksgiving

__________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________

Dear Fr. John,
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Rev. J. M.

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

For more information about gift annuities, or if you would
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other estate plans, please fill out the form below, or contact the
Development Office at (812) 923-5250. We would be happy
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__________________________________________________
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✃
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Anonymous
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Development Office
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Legal Title of the Conventual Franciscan Friars:
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to support your Friars.
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Mail to: Conventual Franciscan Friars • Development Office • 103 St. Francis Blvd. • Mount St. Francis, IN 47146
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Franciscans in Mission: B R I N G I N G

T H E FA I T H T O T H E N E X T G E N E R AT I O N

I B CAMPUS MINISTRY
By Angel de la Rosa

Everyone has a place in the world to
identify as home, whether in recreational
areas at school, under the same roof, or
simply under the spacious sky. Although
Angel de la Rosa
the majority of my final semester at The
University of Texas at El Paso was spent in a senior-student
laboratory, the lab could not have been defined as “home” to
me in any way, shape, or form. For me that home was, and is,
the UTEP Catholic Campus Ministry Newman Center.
With Friar Andy Martinez overseeing the Center, its student
body, and its activity, the Center has been home to students
for many years. Within the Center is space for students to
study, relax, eat, and, most importantly, worship. Friar Andy,
who is also one of the Vocation Directors for the Conventual
Franciscans, leads students in services held throughout each
semester. Events include Mass, Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, spiritual retreats, community service, educational
gatherings, and even fun social activities. He also offers students
the Sacrament of Reconciliation whenever his availability allows.

Miner Awakening Retreat
group at UTEP (a 3-day
retreat based loosely
on Cursillo and Search
programs for college-age
women and men.)

By involving the students in the organizing of events,
Friar Andy encourages our growth not just through
leadership, but also through faithful discipleship.

Just as a family has a head-of-the-house figure who teaches
responsibility, Friar Andy is that same figure for the Newman
Center. His approach to coordinating the ministry’s spiritual
and social activity is one that includes leadership from the
student body. While emphasizing the importance of many
conventional ideals such as proactivity and commitment, he has
always reminded even the most devoted of students about the
necessity of what constructs a ministry’s foundation: keeping the
heart of work focused on God. By involving the students in the
organizing of events, he encourages our growth not just through
leadership, but also through faithful discipleship.

he works with. He has respectfully shown that he is willing to
meet students not on a pedestal, but rather on the same earth
that each brother and sister is created from. The second is his
willingness to share with students his knowledge of the Church,
things many people are not aware of. I can testify that many
students, including myself, have learned many things of the
Catholic faith from Friar Andy that catechists never thought to
include in our religious formation: the history of the Franciscans,
current events within the Vatican, and even the meaning behind
a priest’s particular actions throughout Mass.

Of the things I respect about Friar Andy, two stand out. One
is his humility in acknowledging his imperfections to those

Continued on page 3
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Dear Friends,
During my travels, on the phone, and with
people after Mass, the conversation often drifts
to concerns about the future. I don’t mean
politically, or even about the culture. Parents
and grandparents are concerned about the
young people in their families.

Fr. John Elmer, OFM Conv.

They talk about the pressures young people face today: a tough
job market; the fast, confusing pace of technology; the geographic
and generational distance between family members. But mostly they
worry about young people’s faith.
‘Nones.’ Even if you haven’t seen the term, I’m sure you’re
familiar with the concept. More and more, young people have no
religious affiliation. Even among those who say they believe in God,
many see little value in organized religion.
But I have good news. From what I can see, faith seems to be
making a comeback.
Our Province’s Friars working in campus ministry and other
outreach to young adults are seeing great response to their efforts.
Mass, Bible Study, prayer groups, volunteer/service opportunities,
pot luck dinners – large numbers gather every time a new program
is offered. From Terre Haute to El Paso, San Antonio to Louisville,
these ministries are thriving. In this issue, you can read stories and
see pictures of young people embracing their faith.
In addition, our Province has three very busy full-time retreat
centers where people of all ages, from high schoolers through senior
citizens, can get away from the pressures and complications of
everyday life and find some quiet time with God.
Needless to say, we offer all these programs at very low cost.
Several are even free. And it is because of the generosity of people
like you that we are able to continue reaching these young people.
With your help, they are seeing that God does indeed love them with
His deep, abiding love, and yearns to hold a place in their hearts.
So be of good cheer – your prayerful support of our Friars is
paying great dividends to young people.
And as we enter the season of Lent, let us pray for one another
that our time in the desert with Jesus, and our journey through
His Passion and Death, will lead us all to the joy of the
Resurrection, now and forever.
Peace and all good things to you and your loved ones!

Fr. John Elmer, OFM Conv.
Spiritual Director

St. Anthony of Padua earned great fame as a
preacher, using his gift of speech to spread the Good
News of Salvation. He himself said that the tongue,
which gives us the ability to speak, should be used
to work out our own salvation. We confess our sins
with our tongues: the burning ardor of pride, the
indifference of malice, laziness, greed,
and licentiousness.
But he goes on to say we must also use our tongues
to praise God in our devotions, the Mass, and in
singing. “If we participate in these devoutly,” he
writes, “God will fill our hearts with the grace of
contrition and let us taste the sweetness of His divine
mysteries…The Psalmist writes (50:23): ‘Those who
offer praise as a sacrifice glorify me. To those who
go the right way, I will show the salvation of God.’”
St. Anthony then prays:

We beseech you, dear brothers, that this
fire come upon and rest on each of you,
that your tongues may be parted in the
confession of sins, confessing them in a
complete and open way. Thus you will
merit to be received into the heavenly
Jerusalem, where, united with the angels,
you will praise the name of the Lord for
all eternity. Amen.
Let us pray to St. Anthony,
asking him to intercede for
us in this holy season of
Lent, that God may grant us
the grace of true contrition
and the strength to follow
His will and commandments
more closely. Let us also pray
for our priests and religious,
especially the Conventual
Franciscans, that they may be
faithful guides on our path
toward God.

YAFraM Helps Young People

Sharing the faith with college students has long been
an important ministry for Conventual Franciscans around
the world. In addition to the University of Texas, El Paso
and Bellarmine University in Louisville, Kentucky, our
Province’s Friars serve students at schools in the area
around Terre Haute, Indiana, at Our Lady of the Lake
University in San Antonio, Texas, and at Trine University
in Angola, Indiana.

Deepen Their Faith

Since it started in the summer of 2013, Young Adult Franciscan
Ministries (YAFraM) has touched the lives of hundreds of
people in the Kentucky and Indiana areas surrounding Louisville.
The Conventual Franciscan Friars from India who run the
program began working in parishes and on the campus of
Bellarmine University in 2010.
Fr. John P with attendees
of a YAFraM retreat.

YAFraM hosts two major retreats each year, and has
sponsored four weekend retreats for married and engaged
couples, and the Friars perform ongoing marriage preparation.
Their monthly “Over a Cup of Coffee” gatherings at their
Friary average nearly two dozen attendees. And the last
Saturday of each month, many of the young adults volunteer
at the Franciscan Kitchen and serve an average of 400 meals.

Ash Wednesday 2016

comes, they know they can count on us; this house is open to
them. They told us: ‘If you weren’t here, we might have made
other choices…’”

“For the young people who are a part of the program,
the Friars’ presence creates a change in them,” said Fr. John
Pozhathuparambil, OFM Conv. Fr John P (as he is called)
was the first Indian Friar to arrive in Louisville.

“My wife Molly and I were actually married by Fr. John,”
said Benjamin Siegel. “The Friars have been a very important
part of our lives, very inspirational to us. We think they’re
wonderful to have in the community.”

“It is mostly a ministry of presence,” he said. “They know
they can knock any time – the door is open. Even calling or
texting, any time of day or night. There are two young people
who have had difficulties with drugs or alcohol. When trouble

Fr. Paul Schloemer, Formation Director in San Antonio, stands in the back. Fr. Mario Serrano is
in the middle. And, holding the dove, is Fr. Bryan Hajovsky, who serves as director of university
ministry at Our Lady of the Lake University in San Antonio. All were attending the SEEK2017
conference in San Antonio.

Melissa Spanyer returned to Louisville after living in another
area. She said the Friars helped with the transition home.
“They really helped me to connect with the community and
with my faith when I moved back to Louisville, through the
retreats and through helping in the Franciscan Kitchen, and
also connecting with young adults through our Bible Study.”

Frs. John P, Tony,
and George working
alongside young adult
volunteers at the
Franciscan Kitchen.

I B Campus Ministry

Fr. Mario Serrano works with college
students in Terre Haute, Indiana.

The Friars are “just showing us different aspects of the
Catholic faith that we never realized,” said Amanda Goebel.
“And helping us to better understand our faith and the
Catholic tradition. And they make really awesome food too.”

Student Friar Andrew Hennessy
with some of the many college
students who were at the
March for Life in DC.

Fr. Jijo Thomas (YAFraM) sharing lunch with two students
at the SEEK2017 conference.

Vocation Directors Fr. Andy Martinez (left) and Fr. John Bamman
(second from right) with Friars Jacob Minjarez (second from left)
and Jaime Zaragoza (right).

The Province of Our Lady of Consolation has been blessed with a steady stream of
Conventual Franciscan vocations, and young men continue to inquire about following
in the footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi. Friars John Bamman and Andy Martinez serve
as the Province’s Vocation Directors.

continued from page 1

Friar Andy has proven that he is more than just the priest who works at the
Center. His leadership of the ministry and with the student body shows that
he aims to not only recruit new people within the ministry, but to do so while
keeping the heart of Christianity in a community that truly needs it. While the
necessity for faith on campus couldn’t be any greater, I have every confidence that
Friar Andy’s time on UTEP campus will continue to inspire growth in the Center,
not only in numbers, but also in devotion to the Catholic faith within the heart
of the student body – the students that call the Center their church and home.

In our Province over the past two years, two men have been ordained to the
priesthood, and they and five others have professed vows of poverty, chastity, and
obedience. In addition, this year we have four men in the Conventual Franciscan
Novitiate in California, and two others in the Postulancy program in Chicago.
Please keep all these men, and those considering a vocation, in your prayers.
Fr. Andy with a group of students before the Border Mass in 2016.
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For more information
about the ministries
of our Province go to
www.FranciscansUSA.org
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the grace of true contrition
and the strength to follow
His will and commandments
more closely. Let us also pray
for our priests and religious,
especially the Conventual
Franciscans, that they may be
faithful guides on our path
toward God.

YAFraM Helps Young People

Sharing the faith with college students has long been
an important ministry for Conventual Franciscans around
the world. In addition to the University of Texas, El Paso
and Bellarmine University in Louisville, Kentucky, our
Province’s Friars serve students at schools in the area
around Terre Haute, Indiana, at Our Lady of the Lake
University in San Antonio, Texas, and at Trine University
in Angola, Indiana.

Deepen Their Faith

Since it started in the summer of 2013, Young Adult Franciscan
Ministries (YAFraM) has touched the lives of hundreds of
people in the Kentucky and Indiana areas surrounding Louisville.
The Conventual Franciscan Friars from India who run the
program began working in parishes and on the campus of
Bellarmine University in 2010.
Fr. John P with attendees
of a YAFraM retreat.

YAFraM hosts two major retreats each year, and has
sponsored four weekend retreats for married and engaged
couples, and the Friars perform ongoing marriage preparation.
Their monthly “Over a Cup of Coffee” gatherings at their
Friary average nearly two dozen attendees. And the last
Saturday of each month, many of the young adults volunteer
at the Franciscan Kitchen and serve an average of 400 meals.

Ash Wednesday 2016

comes, they know they can count on us; this house is open to
them. They told us: ‘If you weren’t here, we might have made
other choices…’”

“For the young people who are a part of the program,
the Friars’ presence creates a change in them,” said Fr. John
Pozhathuparambil, OFM Conv. Fr John P (as he is called)
was the first Indian Friar to arrive in Louisville.

“My wife Molly and I were actually married by Fr. John,”
said Benjamin Siegel. “The Friars have been a very important
part of our lives, very inspirational to us. We think they’re
wonderful to have in the community.”

“It is mostly a ministry of presence,” he said. “They know
they can knock any time – the door is open. Even calling or
texting, any time of day or night. There are two young people
who have had difficulties with drugs or alcohol. When trouble

Fr. Paul Schloemer, Formation Director in San Antonio, stands in the back. Fr. Mario Serrano is
in the middle. And, holding the dove, is Fr. Bryan Hajovsky, who serves as director of university
ministry at Our Lady of the Lake University in San Antonio. All were attending the SEEK2017
conference in San Antonio.

Melissa Spanyer returned to Louisville after living in another
area. She said the Friars helped with the transition home.
“They really helped me to connect with the community and
with my faith when I moved back to Louisville, through the
retreats and through helping in the Franciscan Kitchen, and
also connecting with young adults through our Bible Study.”

Frs. John P, Tony,
and George working
alongside young adult
volunteers at the
Franciscan Kitchen.

I B Campus Ministry

Fr. Mario Serrano works with college
students in Terre Haute, Indiana.

The Friars are “just showing us different aspects of the
Catholic faith that we never realized,” said Amanda Goebel.
“And helping us to better understand our faith and the
Catholic tradition. And they make really awesome food too.”

Student Friar Andrew Hennessy
with some of the many college
students who were at the
March for Life in DC.

Fr. Jijo Thomas (YAFraM) sharing lunch with two students
at the SEEK2017 conference.

Vocation Directors Fr. Andy Martinez (left) and Fr. John Bamman
(second from right) with Friars Jacob Minjarez (second from left)
and Jaime Zaragoza (right).

The Province of Our Lady of Consolation has been blessed with a steady stream of
Conventual Franciscan vocations, and young men continue to inquire about following
in the footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi. Friars John Bamman and Andy Martinez serve
as the Province’s Vocation Directors.

continued from page 1

Friar Andy has proven that he is more than just the priest who works at the
Center. His leadership of the ministry and with the student body shows that
he aims to not only recruit new people within the ministry, but to do so while
keeping the heart of Christianity in a community that truly needs it. While the
necessity for faith on campus couldn’t be any greater, I have every confidence that
Friar Andy’s time on UTEP campus will continue to inspire growth in the Center,
not only in numbers, but also in devotion to the Catholic faith within the heart
of the student body – the students that call the Center their church and home.

In our Province over the past two years, two men have been ordained to the
priesthood, and they and five others have professed vows of poverty, chastity, and
obedience. In addition, this year we have four men in the Conventual Franciscan
Novitiate in California, and two others in the Postulancy program in Chicago.
Please keep all these men, and those considering a vocation, in your prayers.
Fr. Andy with a group of students before the Border Mass in 2016.
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For more information
about the ministries
of our Province go to
www.FranciscansUSA.org

Please pray for the intentions of those here,
and for all your Franciscan family:

Dear Friars,
Here is my offering for our Franciscan missions, the poor, our
Franciscan students, and for the care of our elderly and sick Friars.

Gifts Come Full Circle

Fr. Ken Gering continues to work several days
a week at a nursing home in southern Indiana.
He is like the energizer bunny, always on the
go. In his free time he rakes leaves, sweeps the
sidewalks, and pitches in wherever else he sees
need. And, he is always praying for you.

In the 1940s, at a turning point in Demain Macey’s life, a
retreat with the Conventual Franciscan Friars at Mount St. Francis
in southern Indiana helped clarify his path. He returned to
his home in eastern Illinois and invested in the business that
became his life’s work. He also began supporting the Friars
who helped him find his way.

$ 15   

$ 20   

$ 25   

$ 50   

S. Blaszkiewicz
Rebecca Horacek
J. Spieker
M/M A. Cassier
C. Euritt
Joseph Bay
M. Elepano
Jean Panaccio
Judy Beddow
Manuel Medina
Carl Lekan
Pedro Navarro
Barbara DeSilva
Kathy Steinbock
Mrs. Jo Erb
F. Paul Galeone
Donna Casiano
F. Tancinco
Rosemary Vergari
M/M A. Fernandes
M/M. J. Beauchamp
Mrs. Marjorie Hyland

$ _____________

Please charge my offering of $_______________
To my:

MasterCard    

Visa    

American Express

___________________________________________________
Card Number
_______________________
Expiration Date

More than 50 years later, his widow, Gertrude, was being
treated in Union Hospital in Terre Haute, Indiana. The
chaplain, Conventual Friar Fr. Ken Gering, was a source of
support for her and her family – even making a couple of
home visits to Mrs. Macey. Continuing her husband’s loyal
support, Mrs. Macey became a monthly donor to the Friars.

Name:______________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________
City:_______________________________________________
State:_____________________ Zip:______________________
Phone:______________________________________________

Today, their son Damian continues to support the Conventual
Friars, and has purchased a gift annuity to promote, as he says,
“future benefits for the people they serve.”

E-mail address:_______________________________________

We would like to remember you on your birthday.

“When my father was deciding what to do, the retreat at
Mount St. Francis was there,” Damian said. “He came back
excited, knowing that buying in was what he should do.
He always remembered the beautiful grounds and tranquil
setting of the Mount.”

Please pray for my intentions

In Thanksgiving

__________________________________________________

“We will continue to contribute to the Province and
Mount St. Francis,” he said. “We’re loyal to St. Francis.
If time and circumstances permit, we’re considering doing
another annuity.”

__________________________________________________

Dear Fr. John,
In thanksgiving for my priesthood and assignment, for all St. Joseph did
to bring about my designs for the parish. For my family and the people
in my life.
Rev. J. M.

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

For more information about gift annuities, or if you would
like to remember the Friars and their ministries in your will or
other estate plans, please fill out the form below, or contact the
Development Office at (812) 923-5250. We would be happy
to help you find opportunities to benefit the Friars and your
own family at the same time.

Damian and his wife have also visited Assisi, Italy, and
experienced the peace of St. Francis’s hometown.

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Dear Fr. John,
Thank you St. Anthony for helping me find a lost ring with sentimental
value. Also for all of the other lost items you have found for me.

In Thanksgiving
__________________________________________________

K.W.

__________________________________________________

✃

Dear Fr. John,
In thanksgiving for the great goodness of the late, wise and holy man,
Fr. Raymond Oosdyke.
Anonymous

__________________________________________________

Dear Friars,
I would like to learn more about gifts that could enhance my financial plan.
Please send me the complimentary booklet(s),

G. Brinkhaus
M/M J. Araujo
Rose Munn
Donald Nugent
M/M. J. Dooley
M. Stephenson
Dr. Thomas Kulb
David Burzynski
Mr. G. Earl Kraus
Rita Hubler
Norman Beat
Barbara Stenger
M/M. O. Barr, Jr.
M/M Paul Mack
Marian Hanshaw
Robert Miller
Stan Schiffli
J.J. Marsteller
Albin Javarone
M/M K. Rahe
P. DiBello
Frank & Angie Sartor
M/M K. Hennessy

My Birthday:_________________________________________

One of the many trails at Mount St. Francis.

Though he himself has never visited the Mount, over the
years Damian has spoken with Fr. Juniper, Fr. David, and other
members of the Province family. He has seen first-hand how
the ministries of the Friars can lead people on the right path,
comfort them in times of need, and bring them closer to God.

Rosemary Bland
Patricia Anderson
Ann Stivali
Carlos Cruz
Mary Ralph
Hilda Schindler
Silvia Popovici
Ida Cerillo
Mikel Smith
Coletta Clements
Joan Kutuk
Donna Walesiewicz
M/M Peter Caserio
Alfred DeMaio
Eileen Simmonds
Candace Wegerson
Mary Ann Kollros
B. J. Oyler & M. Buchart
M/M L. Schortmann
Gloria Pleasant
Marguerite Upson
M/M Wm. Potts

May you know the joy of your
generosity in helping others

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Dear Fr. John,
In thanksgiving to God for all that I have received.

__________________________________________________

■ GIVING SECURITIES   ■ BETTER ESTATE PLANNING   ■ GIVING THROUGH GIFT ANNUITIES

2017 Easter Cards

J. M.

■ I would like a confidential proposal for a charitable gift annuity to see how it works with my retirement plan.
I am considering a gift of:

■ $5,000

■ $1,500 (minimum)

■ $10,000

■ other: ____________________

Please send me ______ Easter cards.

Province of Our Lady of Consolation, Inc.
Conventual Franciscan Friars

■ One-Life - Date of Birth: _____ / _____ / _____ (you)   ■ Two-Life - Complete both: _____ / _____ / _____ (spouse)
Name: ____________________________________________________
(Second Annuitant)

Street:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City:_____________________________________________________________________
Email:__________________________________________________

State: __________

Development Office
E-mail us at:
103 St. Francis Blvd.
frjohnelmer@franciscansusa.org
Mount St. Francis, IN 47146
812-923-5250
Legal Title of the Conventual Franciscan Friars:
Province of Our Lady of Consolation, Inc.

to support your Friars.

Zip: ____________________

Phone: ____________________________________________________

Mail to: Conventual Franciscan Friars • Development Office • 103 St. Francis Blvd. • Mount St. Francis, IN 47146
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$_____________
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Please use the enclosed envelope and return to the Conventual
Franciscan Friars of the Province of Our Lady of Consolation.
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✁

Name:___________________________________________________

I have enclosed an offering of

www.franciscansusa.org
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Franciscans in Mission: B R I N G I N G

T H E FA I T H T O T H E N E X T G E N E R AT I O N

I B CAMPUS MINISTRY
By Angel de la Rosa

Everyone has a place in the world to
identify as home, whether in recreational
areas at school, under the same roof, or
simply under the spacious sky. Although
Angel de la Rosa
the majority of my final semester at The
University of Texas at El Paso was spent in a senior-student
laboratory, the lab could not have been defined as “home” to
me in any way, shape, or form. For me that home was, and is,
the UTEP Catholic Campus Ministry Newman Center.
With Friar Andy Martinez overseeing the Center, its student
body, and its activity, the Center has been home to students
for many years. Within the Center is space for students to
study, relax, eat, and, most importantly, worship. Friar Andy,
who is also one of the Vocation Directors for the Conventual
Franciscans, leads students in services held throughout each
semester. Events include Mass, Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, spiritual retreats, community service, educational
gatherings, and even fun social activities. He also offers students
the Sacrament of Reconciliation whenever his availability allows.

Miner Awakening Retreat
group at UTEP (a 3-day
retreat based loosely
on Cursillo and Search
programs for college-age
women and men.)

By involving the students in the organizing of events,
Friar Andy encourages our growth not just through
leadership, but also through faithful discipleship.

Just as a family has a head-of-the-house figure who teaches
responsibility, Friar Andy is that same figure for the Newman
Center. His approach to coordinating the ministry’s spiritual
and social activity is one that includes leadership from the
student body. While emphasizing the importance of many
conventional ideals such as proactivity and commitment, he has
always reminded even the most devoted of students about the
necessity of what constructs a ministry’s foundation: keeping the
heart of work focused on God. By involving the students in the
organizing of events, he encourages our growth not just through
leadership, but also through faithful discipleship.

he works with. He has respectfully shown that he is willing to
meet students not on a pedestal, but rather on the same earth
that each brother and sister is created from. The second is his
willingness to share with students his knowledge of the Church,
things many people are not aware of. I can testify that many
students, including myself, have learned many things of the
Catholic faith from Friar Andy that catechists never thought to
include in our religious formation: the history of the Franciscans,
current events within the Vatican, and even the meaning behind
a priest’s particular actions throughout Mass.

Of the things I respect about Friar Andy, two stand out. One
is his humility in acknowledging his imperfections to those

Continued on page 3
1

Please pray for the intentions of those here,
and for all your Franciscan family:

Dear Friars,
Here is my offering for our Franciscan missions, the poor, our
Franciscan students, and for the care of our elderly and sick Friars.

Gifts Come Full Circle

Fr. Ken Gering continues to work several days
a week at a nursing home in southern Indiana.
He is like the energizer bunny, always on the
go. In his free time he rakes leaves, sweeps the
sidewalks, and pitches in wherever else he sees
need. And, he is always praying for you.

In the 1940s, at a turning point in Demain Macey’s life, a
retreat with the Conventual Franciscan Friars at Mount St. Francis
in southern Indiana helped clarify his path. He returned to
his home in eastern Illinois and invested in the business that
became his life’s work. He also began supporting the Friars
who helped him find his way.

$ 15   

$ 20   

$ 25   

$ 50   

S. Blaszkiewicz
Rebecca Horacek
J. Spieker
M/M A. Cassier
C. Euritt
Joseph Bay
M. Elepano
Jean Panaccio
Judy Beddow
Manuel Medina
Carl Lekan
Pedro Navarro
Barbara DeSilva
Kathy Steinbock
Mrs. Jo Erb
F. Paul Galeone
Donna Casiano
F. Tancinco
Rosemary Vergari
M/M A. Fernandes
M/M. J. Beauchamp
Mrs. Marjorie Hyland

$ _____________

Please charge my offering of $_______________
To my:

MasterCard    

Visa    

American Express

___________________________________________________
Card Number
_______________________
Expiration Date

More than 50 years later, his widow, Gertrude, was being
treated in Union Hospital in Terre Haute, Indiana. The
chaplain, Conventual Friar Fr. Ken Gering, was a source of
support for her and her family – even making a couple of
home visits to Mrs. Macey. Continuing her husband’s loyal
support, Mrs. Macey became a monthly donor to the Friars.

Name:______________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________
City:_______________________________________________
State:_____________________ Zip:______________________
Phone:______________________________________________

Today, their son Damian continues to support the Conventual
Friars, and has purchased a gift annuity to promote, as he says,
“future benefits for the people they serve.”

E-mail address:_______________________________________

We would like to remember you on your birthday.

“When my father was deciding what to do, the retreat at
Mount St. Francis was there,” Damian said. “He came back
excited, knowing that buying in was what he should do.
He always remembered the beautiful grounds and tranquil
setting of the Mount.”

Please pray for my intentions

In Thanksgiving

__________________________________________________

“We will continue to contribute to the Province and
Mount St. Francis,” he said. “We’re loyal to St. Francis.
If time and circumstances permit, we’re considering doing
another annuity.”

__________________________________________________

Dear Fr. John,
In thanksgiving for my priesthood and assignment, for all St. Joseph did
to bring about my designs for the parish. For my family and the people
in my life.
Rev. J. M.

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

For more information about gift annuities, or if you would
like to remember the Friars and their ministries in your will or
other estate plans, please fill out the form below, or contact the
Development Office at (812) 923-5250. We would be happy
to help you find opportunities to benefit the Friars and your
own family at the same time.

Damian and his wife have also visited Assisi, Italy, and
experienced the peace of St. Francis’s hometown.

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Dear Fr. John,
Thank you St. Anthony for helping me find a lost ring with sentimental
value. Also for all of the other lost items you have found for me.

In Thanksgiving
__________________________________________________

K.W.

__________________________________________________

✃

Dear Fr. John,
In thanksgiving for the great goodness of the late, wise and holy man,
Fr. Raymond Oosdyke.
Anonymous

__________________________________________________

Dear Friars,
I would like to learn more about gifts that could enhance my financial plan.
Please send me the complimentary booklet(s),

G. Brinkhaus
M/M J. Araujo
Rose Munn
Donald Nugent
M/M. J. Dooley
M. Stephenson
Dr. Thomas Kulb
David Burzynski
Mr. G. Earl Kraus
Rita Hubler
Norman Beat
Barbara Stenger
M/M. O. Barr, Jr.
M/M Paul Mack
Marian Hanshaw
Robert Miller
Stan Schiffli
J.J. Marsteller
Albin Javarone
M/M K. Rahe
P. DiBello
Frank & Angie Sartor
M/M K. Hennessy

My Birthday:_________________________________________

One of the many trails at Mount St. Francis.

Though he himself has never visited the Mount, over the
years Damian has spoken with Fr. Juniper, Fr. David, and other
members of the Province family. He has seen first-hand how
the ministries of the Friars can lead people on the right path,
comfort them in times of need, and bring them closer to God.

Rosemary Bland
Patricia Anderson
Ann Stivali
Carlos Cruz
Mary Ralph
Hilda Schindler
Silvia Popovici
Ida Cerillo
Mikel Smith
Coletta Clements
Joan Kutuk
Donna Walesiewicz
M/M Peter Caserio
Alfred DeMaio
Eileen Simmonds
Candace Wegerson
Mary Ann Kollros
B. J. Oyler & M. Buchart
M/M L. Schortmann
Gloria Pleasant
Marguerite Upson
M/M Wm. Potts

May you know the joy of your
generosity in helping others

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Dear Fr. John,
In thanksgiving to God for all that I have received.

__________________________________________________

■ GIVING SECURITIES   ■ BETTER ESTATE PLANNING   ■ GIVING THROUGH GIFT ANNUITIES

2017 Easter Cards

J. M.

■ I would like a confidential proposal for a charitable gift annuity to see how it works with my retirement plan.
I am considering a gift of:

■ $5,000

■ $1,500 (minimum)

■ $10,000

■ other: ____________________

Please send me ______ Easter cards.

Province of Our Lady of Consolation, Inc.
Conventual Franciscan Friars

■ One-Life - Date of Birth: _____ / _____ / _____ (you)   ■ Two-Life - Complete both: _____ / _____ / _____ (spouse)
Name: ____________________________________________________
(Second Annuitant)

Street:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City:_____________________________________________________________________
Email:__________________________________________________

State: __________

Development Office
E-mail us at:
103 St. Francis Blvd.
frjohnelmer@franciscansusa.org
Mount St. Francis, IN 47146
812-923-5250
Legal Title of the Conventual Franciscan Friars:
Province of Our Lady of Consolation, Inc.

to support your Friars.

Zip: ____________________

Phone: ____________________________________________________

Mail to: Conventual Franciscan Friars • Development Office • 103 St. Francis Blvd. • Mount St. Francis, IN 47146
5

$_____________

3/17

Please use the enclosed envelope and return to the Conventual
Franciscan Friars of the Province of Our Lady of Consolation.
Saint Anthony’s Newsletter March 2017

✁

Name:___________________________________________________

I have enclosed an offering of

www.franciscansusa.org

March 2017

Published by the Friars of the Province of Our Lady of Consolation

Franciscans in Mission: B R I N G I N G

T H E FA I T H T O T H E N E X T G E N E R AT I O N

I B CAMPUS MINISTRY
By Angel de la Rosa

Everyone has a place in the world to
identify as home, whether in recreational
areas at school, under the same roof, or
simply under the spacious sky. Although
Angel de la Rosa
the majority of my final semester at The
University of Texas at El Paso was spent in a senior-student
laboratory, the lab could not have been defined as “home” to
me in any way, shape, or form. For me that home was, and is,
the UTEP Catholic Campus Ministry Newman Center.
With Friar Andy Martinez overseeing the Center, its student
body, and its activity, the Center has been home to students
for many years. Within the Center is space for students to
study, relax, eat, and, most importantly, worship. Friar Andy,
who is also one of the Vocation Directors for the Conventual
Franciscans, leads students in services held throughout each
semester. Events include Mass, Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, spiritual retreats, community service, educational
gatherings, and even fun social activities. He also offers students
the Sacrament of Reconciliation whenever his availability allows.

Miner Awakening Retreat
group at UTEP (a 3-day
retreat based loosely
on Cursillo and Search
programs for college-age
women and men.)

By involving the students in the organizing of events,
Friar Andy encourages our growth not just through
leadership, but also through faithful discipleship.

Just as a family has a head-of-the-house figure who teaches
responsibility, Friar Andy is that same figure for the Newman
Center. His approach to coordinating the ministry’s spiritual
and social activity is one that includes leadership from the
student body. While emphasizing the importance of many
conventional ideals such as proactivity and commitment, he has
always reminded even the most devoted of students about the
necessity of what constructs a ministry’s foundation: keeping the
heart of work focused on God. By involving the students in the
organizing of events, he encourages our growth not just through
leadership, but also through faithful discipleship.

he works with. He has respectfully shown that he is willing to
meet students not on a pedestal, but rather on the same earth
that each brother and sister is created from. The second is his
willingness to share with students his knowledge of the Church,
things many people are not aware of. I can testify that many
students, including myself, have learned many things of the
Catholic faith from Friar Andy that catechists never thought to
include in our religious formation: the history of the Franciscans,
current events within the Vatican, and even the meaning behind
a priest’s particular actions throughout Mass.

Of the things I respect about Friar Andy, two stand out. One
is his humility in acknowledging his imperfections to those

Continued on page 3
1

