Please pray for the intentions of those here,
and for all your Franciscan family:

Dear Friars,
Here is my offering for our Franciscan missions, the poor, our
Franciscan students, and for the care of our elderly and sick Friars.

Sharing the Spirit of St. Francis

$ 15   

$ 20   

$ 25   

$ 50   

Marylou Calvanico
M/M John Kujawa
Rose Logiudice
John Sirianni
Barbara Stampee
JoAnn Baron
Mary Evans
M/M Donald Hoult
Edward Noveretta
Maria Vega
A. P. Lucciola, Sr.
Michele Slavish
Mary Klebans
Juanita Torres
M/M Gregory Gosche
Billy Gaetano
Rose Gray
Rene Garvey
Florence Richmond
Kay Szuch
Steven Allevato
Henri Pelletier

$ _____________

Please charge my offering of $_______________

From his time growing up in St. Rocco’s Parish in Chicago
Heights through today, the Conventual Franciscans have been
part of Mario Caruso’s life. In 1951 he entered the high school
seminary at Mount St. Francis and for the next 13 years studied,
lived, and served with the Friars. He remembers two Friars as
special mentors – Fr. Russan Cole and Fr. Juniper Cummings.

To my:

MasterCard    

Visa    

American Express

___________________________________________________
Card Number
_______________________
Expiration Date

“They were great teachers,” Mario said. But what he really
remembers is “I was deeply affected by their welcoming, their
Franciscan Spirit. They were very influential to me.”

Name:______________________________________________

Mario Caruso (far right) and his classmates at a recent reunion.

Address:____________________________________________

“I’m always so impressed with the Friars, they’re so dedicated,”
Mario said. “The retreats are so good, and you always receive
such a warm welcome at the Mount.”

After leaving the community in the mid-1960s, Mario
worked in his family’s restaurant business. Later he worked for
the Social Security Administration and Montgomery Ward.
Through the years, he has stayed in close touch with his
classmates and with the other Friars. He attends the school
reunions, and has begun making more frequent retreats at
Mount St. Francis.

In addition to his regular support, recently Mario completed
the process of investing in a Charitable Gift Annuity to benefit
the Friars of the Province of Our Lady of Consolation. He will
receive regular payouts on the interest in the investment, and at
the time of his death the remainder may be used by the Province
for its ministries.

State:_____________________ Zip:______________________
Phone:______________________________________________
E-mail address:_______________________________________

We would like to remember you on your birthday.
Please pray for my intentions

In Thanksgiving

__________________________________________________

Dear Fr. John,
Thank you to St. Anthony for helping me to find my cane on several
occasions. St. Anthony always answers.
J.Q.

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

To learn more about investing in a Charitable Gift Annuity,
or perhaps leaving the Friars in your will, please contact the
Province Development Office at (812) 923-5250, or fill out and
return the form below. And be assured that you, your family, and
your intentions are always remembered in our Masses and prayers!

__________________________________________________

Dear Fr. John,
In thanksgiving for my husband's successful heart surgery. It went well
and he is doing well in recovery.
K. B.

__________________________________________________
In Thanksgiving
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Dear Fr. John,
In thanksgiving for all of the blessings we have received and prayers
that have been answered.
D.Z.

__________________________________________________

Dear Friars,
I would like to learn more about gifts that could enhance my financial plan.
Please send me the complimentary booklet(s),

May you know the joy of your
generosity in helping others

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

■ GIVING SECURITIES   ■ BETTER ESTATE PLANNING   ■ GIVING THROUGH GIFT ANNUITIES

2017 Father’s Day Card

■ I would like a confidential proposal for a charitable gift annuity to see how it works with my retirement plan.
I am considering a gift of:

■ $5,000

■ $1,500 (minimum)

■ $10,000

Dear Fr. John,
In thanksgiving to St. Anthony for always being with me.
M. R.

__________________________________________________

■ other: ____________________

Name:___________________________________________________

Name: ____________________________________________________
(Second Annuitant)

Street:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City:_____________________________________________________________________
Email:__________________________________________________

State: __________

Province of Our Lady of Consolation, Inc.
Conventual Franciscan Friars

Phone: ____________________________________________________
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I have enclosed an offering of
$_____________

Development Office
E-mail us at:
103 St. Francis Blvd.
frjohnelmer@franciscansusa.org
Mount St. Francis, IN 47146
812-923-5250
Legal Title of the Conventual Franciscan Friars:
Province of Our Lady of Consolation, Inc.

to support your Friars.

Zip: ____________________

Mail to: Conventual Franciscan Friars • Development Office • 103 St. Francis Blvd. • Mount St. Francis, IN 47146

May 2017

Published by the Friars of the Province of Our Lady of Consolation

Vocation:

W H AT I S G O D A S K I N G Y O U T O D O W I T H Y O U R L I F E ?

How does a man know that God is
calling him to be a Franciscan?
In the Province of Our Lady of Consolation, two Conventual
Friars are there first to invite men to consider a religious vocation,
then guide them through a process called discernment – seeking
spiritual direction and guidance to understand where God
wants them to be. Fr. John Bamman OFM Conv., who is based
in southern Indiana, serves full-time as a Vocation Director.
Fr. Andy Martinez, OFM Conv. serves as Campus Minister at
the University of Texas, El Paso, but devotes much of his time
to vocation candidates in the Southwestern US.
“We have several events each year, from Ohio and
Indiana to Minnesota to New Mexico,” said Fr. John.
“We schedule five Come and See Weekends, which are
just that: a chance for several guys to spend a weekend
in a Friary. We pray together, eat together, listen to
Friars talk about their vocation stories and their current
ministries. It’s a chance for someone to get a better
idea of what Conventual life is like.

Friars and guests talk during a recent
Come and See Weekend Retreat
Friar Andy Martinez with student Friars
Jaime Zaragoza and Jacob Minjarez

pray Vespers with the Friars, share the evening meal, then listen
to one of the Friars talk, or perhaps leave the Friary for an
evening of recreation.

“By spending time with the Friars, they understand that
although prayer is a critical part of our daily lives, we’re not
contemplatives like people in monasteries. Our prayer life
helps sustain us in our active ministry.

“We’ve invited them to spend Friday evening with the Friars,
and had six to eight guys at a time show up,” Fr. Andy said.
“We begin with the life of St. Francis, who he was and what he
did. Then we have dinner, and after that evening prayer. It’s a
good, short introduction on our life.”

Over the past few years, the Friars have developed a less
formal way to get a snapshot of Conventual Franciscan Life –
Pray with the Friars. Young men can arrive late in the afternoon,

On a recent Come and See Weekend, Fr. David Lenz OFM
Conv., himself a former Province Vocation Director, spoke
about using Mary’s prayer, the Magnificat, as a key to the
discernment process.

Please send me ________ cards.

■ One-Life - Date of Birth: _____ / _____ / _____ (you)   ■ Two-Life - Complete both: _____ / _____ / _____ (spouse)

5/17

Please use the enclosed envelope and return to the Conventual
Franciscan Friars of the Province of Our Lady of Consolation.
Saint Anthony’s Newsletter May 2017

✁

✃

M/M W. Schnorr
Annette Daniel
Patricia Dearing
Alice McIntyre
Mary Jane Cardiello
Bessie Provenzano
Charles Hoffer
Ann Varsolona
Bill Geckle
Graziano Canini
Milagros Lopez
Carol Bucchi
Joan Rhoads
M/M Larry Smith
M/M R. Edwards
Barbara O'Neill
Maureen Armbruster
Marilyn Evon
Mary Jayne Crawford
Robert Hublar
Mary Reynolds
M/M F. Sartor

My Birthday:_________________________________________

__________________________________________________

“I owe my education to them,” he said. “It’s not just that I
know them personally, or that they supported me in my youth.
I want to support them and their important work, both in the
present and in the future.”

The alumni (and some of their spouses) assemble at the 2016 reunion.

City:_______________________________________________

Virginia Malanka
Diane Gant
Joyce Harney
Yvonne Bryniarski
Rose Turner
Barbara Recker
Earl Buhl
Natalie Da Rosa
Eileen Ponte
Richard Williams
Barbara Noury
Lois Ekarius
Rosemary Budacki
Jean Warpehoski
Gloria Betro
William Craig
Patricia Pastirik
Kathy Steinbock
Veronica Hill
Celia McCoy
Dr. Alan Palo
Bro. T. Rapa

www.franciscansusa.org

Conventual
Franciscan
habits ready for
the investiture
of new novices

“He talked about magnifying your vocation,” Fr. John said.
“When Mary said ‘Yes’ to the angel, her vision became bigger.
Through the magnifying glass of saying yes to God, it broadens
our perspective.

Continued on page 3
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Dear Friends,
Although we sometimes find it hard
to understand, or believe, God created
each of us, individually, giving us unique
talents and abilities. And along with that,
He loves each of us deeply, more than
we can comprehend, and tries to give us
the grace to use our gifts to make the
world a better place.

To the people of his time, St. Anthony was not a distant
figure. He possessed the true Franciscan spirit of fraternity
with all of God’s people. Through his dynamic preaching, in
hearing hours of confessions, and in counseling those who
sought his advice, he showed how he understood the daily
difficulties of life in the ‘real world.’

Fr. John Elmer, OFM Conv.

I believe our true happiness comes when we use God’s
gifts to become the person He created us to be. Usually
people think of vocation only as becoming a priest, or
a Sister or Brother in a religious community like the
Franciscans. But all through the New Testament, Jesus uses
parables to teach us about the benefits of using our Godgiven talents wisely, and the terrible cost of burying them.

St. Anthony likened lay people to the ‘Lilies of the Field’
(Matthew 6:28). They are not enclosed in a monastery or
convent, but living in the Field of God’s creation. He knew
that it was much more difficult to attain and maintain
holiness and a good reputation in the midst of all the
responsibilities and challenges of normal daily life.

In this newsletter, we bring you the good news of our
Province’s vocation efforts. The Lord continues to bless us,
sending men who desire to follow in the footsteps of the
‘Little Poor Man,’ Francis of Assisi. Currently we have three
Postulants and three Novices, with several others who have
professed their first vows and are continuing their studies.
And through the work of our Friars, our Vocation events are
encouraging others to consider Conventual Franciscan Life.

But he also noted that the Gospel life is within everyone’s
grasp, and the reward can be even greater for those in the
field who persevere and seek a holy life. He prays with us:

My sisters and brothers, let us therefore
ask our Lord Jesus Christ,
to grant us the grace to seek His kingdom,
to build within us a moral Jerusalem,
that we may attain the heavenly Jerusalem,
to be made worthy to chant in its streets the Alleluia!
in the company of the angels.
May He whose reign lasts throughout all ages
grant us these requests
and may the virtuous soul answer, Amen! Alleluia!

Also, just as with lay people finding their career and family
paths, sometimes the path to religious life takes unexpected
turns. You can read about a few of those stories as well.
No matter the path, it’s never easy. I’m well aware that
for many people the paths can lead to what seems like dead
ends. There are job losses, the deaths of loved ones, and
other troubles that are part of life. Sometimes we lose hope.

Based on reflections of Friar Claude M. Jarmak, OFM Conv.
in his book If You Seek Miracles.

Jesus doesn’t promise that there will be no difficulties.
But He does assure us that He is with us every step of the
way. Through prayer and the virtue of Hope, we can always
reach out to Him and find His support.
It is through your prayerful support that we are able to
serve God’s people, especially those who are struggling in
their lives. Please be assured of the prayers of the Friars for
you and your families as you continue on your own paths.
May God continue to bless you and give you His peace.

A Different Path

Minister Provincial
Fr. Jim Kent addresses
the attendees at a
recent Province event.

One was a bus and truck driver. Several served in the
military; one in particular in the Seabees during World War
II. Still others entered, then left thinking they wouldn’t come
back. But the call returned, more insistent than ever, and
often the experiences along the way formed the foundation of
Conventual Franciscan Life.

Br. Jim Fields stirs the
soup back in the early
days of the Franciscan
Shelter House (now the
Franciscan Kitchen).

After the seminary closed in the mid-1970s, the tradition of
serving young people continued. The Center for Spirituality hosts
high school retreats throughout the school year, along with a
regular schedule of retreats for adults of all ages.

“I entered at 34,” said Fr. John Bamman, who is now the
Province’s Vocation Director. Originally from Toledo, Fr. John
Bamman graduated from Ohio State University and headed west.
“It was just like Jonah in the Bible, going in the opposite
direction from where God wanted me to go,” he said. “I went
to the state of Washington. In the winter I worked in the ski
patrol and in the summer I was a camp counselor. It worked
out perfectly. Then I planted trees in a national forest. After
that I was a bus driver for eight years and a truck driver for
another two.”

through the end of World War II, he saw action at Iwo Jima
and Okinawa. After the war ended, he was stationed in the
Philippines where he witnessed poor people rooting through
piles of garbage, searching for something to eat.
That vision of the very poor, especially the children, never
left him. He always wanted to do something for the hungry.
In 1980, at the age of 55, his dream was realized in the
founding of the Franciscan Shelter House in downtown
Louisville, Kentucky. The first day Br. Jim and a volunteer
served seven meals.

Not long after graduating from the high school seminary in
the early 1970s. Minister Provincial Fr. Jim Kent took what he
called a “12-year break” from considering a religious vocation.
After college and graduate school, he worked in a few different
positions, including managing warehouses.

Today it’s called the Franciscan Kitchen and teams of
volunteers serve more than 400 hot meals at lunchtime each
day. Speaking of the Last Judgment Jesus says, “When I was
hungry, you gave me food.” Through that military experience,
the Lord planted a seed in the mind of Br. Jim Fields, and
hundreds each day – the volunteers and those they serve –
share in God’s goodness.

“I woke up one day and the call was back,” Fr. Jim said.
“I wrestled with it, but it was stronger than ever. I knew I had
to go ahead and try it.”
Br. Jim Fields graduated from high school just before D-Day
in 1944. Serving in the Pacific with the US Navy Seabees

“We also ask for their support,” Fr. Andy said. “We tell them ‘This is our mission, this is
how we serve, how we live. We need your help.’”
2

Visitors peruse an art exhibit.

Taking place this year on Saturday, June 3, MountFest features local food
establishments, wineries, and breweries, and attracts local crafts people and artists
to exhibit their creations. Local musicians provide a backdrop of live music.
Br. Bob Baxter OFM Conv., director of the
Center for Spirituality, said the new event has
attracted many new attendees while keeping
long-time supporters coming back to help.

Friar and artist Fr. Vince
Petersen exhibited his
paintings.

“We invite alumni, neighbors, and friends
to join us,” Br. Bob said. “It’s a chance to enjoy
artists, live music, food, beer, and wine, all
while helping make our programs available to
everyone who wants to attend.”

Fr. Leopold Keffler checks out
an array of Italian food.

Your vocation is the place God calls you to where your
deepest happiness meets the world’s deepest hunger.
Frederick Buechner

And it has grown beyond just Friars and candidates. In the Southwest, Fr. Andy has
invited people in the local parishes and surrounding areas, as well as local Secular Franciscans,
to take part in vocation activities and become Vocation Promoters.
Fr. John Elmer, OFM Conv.
Spiritual Director

The Friars, with the help of their neighbors and friends, have
always worked to make sure that anyone can participate in retreat
programs, regardless of their ability to pay. Beginning in the
1920s, an annual picnic attracting more than 1,000 people was
a source of regular support. In 2015, the picnic was transformed
into a new event – MountFest: An Experience of Kentuckiana.

continued from page 1

“Sometimes guys are expecting a hard sell, but we’re not selling anything. We’re here to
open up a conversation between you and God: Where are you calling me? Where do I find
passion and excitement? Success is in clarifying what a good fit is, based on prayer, personality,
and what God is calling you to be.”

Peace and all good things to you and your loved ones!

A Tradition of Serving Spiritual Needs
In the late 1800s, the Conventual Franciscan Friars were given
400 acres of land in southern Indiana, not far from Louisville,
Kentucky. The property is now the central location for the
Province of Our Lady of Consolation and home for several of
the Friars. But for many years it was the location of a high school
seminary with a working farm.

For most of the 20th century, up to the early 1970s, joining
the Province of Our Lady of Consolation often meant entering
the high school seminary at Mount St. Francis, Indiana.
Today there is a broad range of ages at which men begin their
Conventual Franciscan lives, from 18 to their late 30s.

Vocation

MountFest – Celebrating Mount St. Francis

3

Friar John Bamman uses this quotation with the men who are discerning a Conventual
Franciscan vocation, but suggests that it is something for each of us to consider.
Vocation Directors, Friars John Bamman
and Andy Martinez
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For more information
about the ministries
of our Province go to
www.FranciscansUSA.org
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grasp, and the reward can be even greater for those in the
field who persevere and seek a holy life. He prays with us:
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to build within us a moral Jerusalem,
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to be made worthy to chant in its streets the Alleluia!
in the company of the angels.
May He whose reign lasts throughout all ages
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ends. There are job losses, the deaths of loved ones, and
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serving young people continued. The Center for Spirituality hosts
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regular schedule of retreats for adults of all ages.
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Bamman graduated from Ohio State University and headed west.
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volunteers serve more than 400 hot meals at lunchtime each
day. Speaking of the Last Judgment Jesus says, “When I was
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Based on reflections of Friar Claude M. Jarmak, OFM Conv.
in his book If You Seek Miracles.

Jesus doesn’t promise that there will be no difficulties.
But He does assure us that He is with us every step of the
way. Through prayer and the virtue of Hope, we can always
reach out to Him and find His support.
It is through your prayerful support that we are able to
serve God’s people, especially those who are struggling in
their lives. Please be assured of the prayers of the Friars for
you and your families as you continue on your own paths.
May God continue to bless you and give you His peace.

A Different Path

Minister Provincial
Fr. Jim Kent addresses
the attendees at a
recent Province event.

One was a bus and truck driver. Several served in the
military; one in particular in the Seabees during World War
II. Still others entered, then left thinking they wouldn’t come
back. But the call returned, more insistent than ever, and
often the experiences along the way formed the foundation of
Conventual Franciscan Life.

Br. Jim Fields stirs the
soup back in the early
days of the Franciscan
Shelter House (now the
Franciscan Kitchen).

After the seminary closed in the mid-1970s, the tradition of
serving young people continued. The Center for Spirituality hosts
high school retreats throughout the school year, along with a
regular schedule of retreats for adults of all ages.

“I entered at 34,” said Fr. John Bamman, who is now the
Province’s Vocation Director. Originally from Toledo, Fr. John
Bamman graduated from Ohio State University and headed west.
“It was just like Jonah in the Bible, going in the opposite
direction from where God wanted me to go,” he said. “I went
to the state of Washington. In the winter I worked in the ski
patrol and in the summer I was a camp counselor. It worked
out perfectly. Then I planted trees in a national forest. After
that I was a bus driver for eight years and a truck driver for
another two.”

through the end of World War II, he saw action at Iwo Jima
and Okinawa. After the war ended, he was stationed in the
Philippines where he witnessed poor people rooting through
piles of garbage, searching for something to eat.
That vision of the very poor, especially the children, never
left him. He always wanted to do something for the hungry.
In 1980, at the age of 55, his dream was realized in the
founding of the Franciscan Shelter House in downtown
Louisville, Kentucky. The first day Br. Jim and a volunteer
served seven meals.

Not long after graduating from the high school seminary in
the early 1970s. Minister Provincial Fr. Jim Kent took what he
called a “12-year break” from considering a religious vocation.
After college and graduate school, he worked in a few different
positions, including managing warehouses.

Today it’s called the Franciscan Kitchen and teams of
volunteers serve more than 400 hot meals at lunchtime each
day. Speaking of the Last Judgment Jesus says, “When I was
hungry, you gave me food.” Through that military experience,
the Lord planted a seed in the mind of Br. Jim Fields, and
hundreds each day – the volunteers and those they serve –
share in God’s goodness.

“I woke up one day and the call was back,” Fr. Jim said.
“I wrestled with it, but it was stronger than ever. I knew I had
to go ahead and try it.”
Br. Jim Fields graduated from high school just before D-Day
in 1944. Serving in the Pacific with the US Navy Seabees

“We also ask for their support,” Fr. Andy said. “We tell them ‘This is our mission, this is
how we serve, how we live. We need your help.’”
2

Visitors peruse an art exhibit.

Taking place this year on Saturday, June 3, MountFest features local food
establishments, wineries, and breweries, and attracts local crafts people and artists
to exhibit their creations. Local musicians provide a backdrop of live music.
Br. Bob Baxter OFM Conv., director of the
Center for Spirituality, said the new event has
attracted many new attendees while keeping
long-time supporters coming back to help.

Friar and artist Fr. Vince
Petersen exhibited his
paintings.

“We invite alumni, neighbors, and friends
to join us,” Br. Bob said. “It’s a chance to enjoy
artists, live music, food, beer, and wine, all
while helping make our programs available to
everyone who wants to attend.”

Fr. Leopold Keffler checks out
an array of Italian food.

Your vocation is the place God calls you to where your
deepest happiness meets the world’s deepest hunger.
Frederick Buechner

And it has grown beyond just Friars and candidates. In the Southwest, Fr. Andy has
invited people in the local parishes and surrounding areas, as well as local Secular Franciscans,
to take part in vocation activities and become Vocation Promoters.
Fr. John Elmer, OFM Conv.
Spiritual Director

The Friars, with the help of their neighbors and friends, have
always worked to make sure that anyone can participate in retreat
programs, regardless of their ability to pay. Beginning in the
1920s, an annual picnic attracting more than 1,000 people was
a source of regular support. In 2015, the picnic was transformed
into a new event – MountFest: An Experience of Kentuckiana.

continued from page 1

“Sometimes guys are expecting a hard sell, but we’re not selling anything. We’re here to
open up a conversation between you and God: Where are you calling me? Where do I find
passion and excitement? Success is in clarifying what a good fit is, based on prayer, personality,
and what God is calling you to be.”

Peace and all good things to you and your loved ones!

A Tradition of Serving Spiritual Needs
In the late 1800s, the Conventual Franciscan Friars were given
400 acres of land in southern Indiana, not far from Louisville,
Kentucky. The property is now the central location for the
Province of Our Lady of Consolation and home for several of
the Friars. But for many years it was the location of a high school
seminary with a working farm.

For most of the 20th century, up to the early 1970s, joining
the Province of Our Lady of Consolation often meant entering
the high school seminary at Mount St. Francis, Indiana.
Today there is a broad range of ages at which men begin their
Conventual Franciscan lives, from 18 to their late 30s.

Vocation

MountFest – Celebrating Mount St. Francis

3

Friar John Bamman uses this quotation with the men who are discerning a Conventual
Franciscan vocation, but suggests that it is something for each of us to consider.
Vocation Directors, Friars John Bamman
and Andy Martinez

4

For more information
about the ministries
of our Province go to
www.FranciscansUSA.org

Please pray for the intentions of those here,
and for all your Franciscan family:

Dear Friars,
Here is my offering for our Franciscan missions, the poor, our
Franciscan students, and for the care of our elderly and sick Friars.

Sharing the Spirit of St. Francis

$ 15   

$ 20   

$ 25   

$ 50   

Marylou Calvanico
M/M John Kujawa
Rose Logiudice
John Sirianni
Barbara Stampee
JoAnn Baron
Mary Evans
M/M Donald Hoult
Edward Noveretta
Maria Vega
A. P. Lucciola, Sr.
Michele Slavish
Mary Klebans
Juanita Torres
M/M Gregory Gosche
Billy Gaetano
Rose Gray
Rene Garvey
Florence Richmond
Kay Szuch
Steven Allevato
Henri Pelletier

$ _____________

Please charge my offering of $_______________

From his time growing up in St. Rocco’s Parish in Chicago
Heights through today, the Conventual Franciscans have been
part of Mario Caruso’s life. In 1951 he entered the high school
seminary at Mount St. Francis and for the next 13 years studied,
lived, and served with the Friars. He remembers two Friars as
special mentors – Fr. Russan Cole and Fr. Juniper Cummings.

To my:

MasterCard    

Visa    

American Express

___________________________________________________
Card Number
_______________________
Expiration Date

“They were great teachers,” Mario said. But what he really
remembers is “I was deeply affected by their welcoming, their
Franciscan Spirit. They were very influential to me.”

Name:______________________________________________

Mario Caruso (far right) and his classmates at a recent reunion.

Address:____________________________________________

“I’m always so impressed with the Friars, they’re so dedicated,”
Mario said. “The retreats are so good, and you always receive
such a warm welcome at the Mount.”

After leaving the community in the mid-1960s, Mario
worked in his family’s restaurant business. Later he worked for
the Social Security Administration and Montgomery Ward.
Through the years, he has stayed in close touch with his
classmates and with the other Friars. He attends the school
reunions, and has begun making more frequent retreats at
Mount St. Francis.

In addition to his regular support, recently Mario completed
the process of investing in a Charitable Gift Annuity to benefit
the Friars of the Province of Our Lady of Consolation. He will
receive regular payouts on the interest in the investment, and at
the time of his death the remainder may be used by the Province
for its ministries.

State:_____________________ Zip:______________________
Phone:______________________________________________
E-mail address:_______________________________________

We would like to remember you on your birthday.
Please pray for my intentions

In Thanksgiving

__________________________________________________

Dear Fr. John,
Thank you to St. Anthony for helping me to find my cane on several
occasions. St. Anthony always answers.
J.Q.

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

To learn more about investing in a Charitable Gift Annuity,
or perhaps leaving the Friars in your will, please contact the
Province Development Office at (812) 923-5250, or fill out and
return the form below. And be assured that you, your family, and
your intentions are always remembered in our Masses and prayers!

__________________________________________________

Dear Fr. John,
In thanksgiving for my husband's successful heart surgery. It went well
and he is doing well in recovery.
K. B.

__________________________________________________
In Thanksgiving
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Dear Fr. John,
In thanksgiving for all of the blessings we have received and prayers
that have been answered.
D.Z.

__________________________________________________

Dear Friars,
I would like to learn more about gifts that could enhance my financial plan.
Please send me the complimentary booklet(s),

May you know the joy of your
generosity in helping others

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

■ GIVING SECURITIES   ■ BETTER ESTATE PLANNING   ■ GIVING THROUGH GIFT ANNUITIES

2017 Father’s Day Card

■ I would like a confidential proposal for a charitable gift annuity to see how it works with my retirement plan.
I am considering a gift of:

■ $5,000

■ $1,500 (minimum)

■ $10,000

Dear Fr. John,
In thanksgiving to St. Anthony for always being with me.
M. R.

__________________________________________________

■ other: ____________________

Name:___________________________________________________

Name: ____________________________________________________
(Second Annuitant)

Street:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City:_____________________________________________________________________
Email:__________________________________________________

State: __________

Province of Our Lady of Consolation, Inc.
Conventual Franciscan Friars

Phone: ____________________________________________________
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I have enclosed an offering of
$_____________

Development Office
E-mail us at:
103 St. Francis Blvd.
frjohnelmer@franciscansusa.org
Mount St. Francis, IN 47146
812-923-5250
Legal Title of the Conventual Franciscan Friars:
Province of Our Lady of Consolation, Inc.

to support your Friars.

Zip: ____________________

Mail to: Conventual Franciscan Friars • Development Office • 103 St. Francis Blvd. • Mount St. Francis, IN 47146

May 2017

Published by the Friars of the Province of Our Lady of Consolation

Vocation:

W H AT I S G O D A S K I N G Y O U T O D O W I T H Y O U R L I F E ?

How does a man know that God is
calling him to be a Franciscan?
In the Province of Our Lady of Consolation, two Conventual
Friars are there first to invite men to consider a religious vocation,
then guide them through a process called discernment – seeking
spiritual direction and guidance to understand where God
wants them to be. Fr. John Bamman OFM Conv., who is based
in southern Indiana, serves full-time as a Vocation Director.
Fr. Andy Martinez, OFM Conv. serves as Campus Minister at
the University of Texas, El Paso, but devotes much of his time
to vocation candidates in the Southwestern US.
“We have several events each year, from Ohio and
Indiana to Minnesota to New Mexico,” said Fr. John.
“We schedule five Come and See Weekends, which are
just that: a chance for several guys to spend a weekend
in a Friary. We pray together, eat together, listen to
Friars talk about their vocation stories and their current
ministries. It’s a chance for someone to get a better
idea of what Conventual life is like.

Friars and guests talk during a recent
Come and See Weekend Retreat
Friar Andy Martinez with student Friars
Jaime Zaragoza and Jacob Minjarez

pray Vespers with the Friars, share the evening meal, then listen
to one of the Friars talk, or perhaps leave the Friary for an
evening of recreation.

“By spending time with the Friars, they understand that
although prayer is a critical part of our daily lives, we’re not
contemplatives like people in monasteries. Our prayer life
helps sustain us in our active ministry.

“We’ve invited them to spend Friday evening with the Friars,
and had six to eight guys at a time show up,” Fr. Andy said.
“We begin with the life of St. Francis, who he was and what he
did. Then we have dinner, and after that evening prayer. It’s a
good, short introduction on our life.”

Over the past few years, the Friars have developed a less
formal way to get a snapshot of Conventual Franciscan Life –
Pray with the Friars. Young men can arrive late in the afternoon,

On a recent Come and See Weekend, Fr. David Lenz OFM
Conv., himself a former Province Vocation Director, spoke
about using Mary’s prayer, the Magnificat, as a key to the
discernment process.

Please send me ________ cards.

■ One-Life - Date of Birth: _____ / _____ / _____ (you)   ■ Two-Life - Complete both: _____ / _____ / _____ (spouse)

5/17

Please use the enclosed envelope and return to the Conventual
Franciscan Friars of the Province of Our Lady of Consolation.
Saint Anthony’s Newsletter May 2017

✁

✃

M/M W. Schnorr
Annette Daniel
Patricia Dearing
Alice McIntyre
Mary Jane Cardiello
Bessie Provenzano
Charles Hoffer
Ann Varsolona
Bill Geckle
Graziano Canini
Milagros Lopez
Carol Bucchi
Joan Rhoads
M/M Larry Smith
M/M R. Edwards
Barbara O'Neill
Maureen Armbruster
Marilyn Evon
Mary Jayne Crawford
Robert Hublar
Mary Reynolds
M/M F. Sartor

My Birthday:_________________________________________

__________________________________________________

“I owe my education to them,” he said. “It’s not just that I
know them personally, or that they supported me in my youth.
I want to support them and their important work, both in the
present and in the future.”

The alumni (and some of their spouses) assemble at the 2016 reunion.

City:_______________________________________________

Virginia Malanka
Diane Gant
Joyce Harney
Yvonne Bryniarski
Rose Turner
Barbara Recker
Earl Buhl
Natalie Da Rosa
Eileen Ponte
Richard Williams
Barbara Noury
Lois Ekarius
Rosemary Budacki
Jean Warpehoski
Gloria Betro
William Craig
Patricia Pastirik
Kathy Steinbock
Veronica Hill
Celia McCoy
Dr. Alan Palo
Bro. T. Rapa

www.franciscansusa.org

Conventual
Franciscan
habits ready for
the investiture
of new novices

“He talked about magnifying your vocation,” Fr. John said.
“When Mary said ‘Yes’ to the angel, her vision became bigger.
Through the magnifying glass of saying yes to God, it broadens
our perspective.

Continued on page 3
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