
1

Province of Our Lady of Consolation, Inc.
Conventual Franciscan Friars

Legal Title of the Conventual Franciscan Friars:
Province of Our Lady of Consolation, Inc.

Mission Advancement Office
103 St. Francis Blvd.

Mount St. Francis, IN 47146
812-923-5250

E-mail us at: spiritualdirector@franciscansusa.orgwww.franciscansusa.org

Ms. Margaret Klempa 
The Klempa Family
Frank and Angie Sartor
KM
Mr and Mrs Kenneth F. Amiano
Mr and Mrs Faris G Attisha
Mrs. Peggy Austin
Mr. James Banet
Gloria A Barrientos
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Bechtol
Mr and Mrs Russell Bentley
Ms Patricia Boatman
Mr. Robert D. Boerger

Please pray for the intentions of those here, and for all your Franciscan family:

Mrs. Carol Bourgeois
Mr. Keith E. Buda
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Caruso
Chinfu R. Chen
Mr and Mrs Bart Cleary
Dan and Georgiana Concheck
Mr Pasquale De Santis
Ms. Frances DeNardo
Santos Gloria Espinoza
Mr. Robert Fischer
Mr and Mrs James S. Fitzgibbon
Ms. Barbara Gadosik
Dominic J. Gangelhoff

Mr. Anthony Gaudiano
Dennis Gettelfinger
Michael G. Hauser
Nadege Henry
Mr. and Mrs. Rich Hohman
Mrs. Shirley B. Hunckler
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hurst
Susan Hutchens
Maria and Norma Imbrogno
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Jakubowicz
Mr Milton J Kaelin
Dr. Marilyn Kallet
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Kelleher

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Krebs
Mrs Irene C Kustritz
Mr and Mrs Sonny Lam
Mr and Mrs Kenneth Lombard
Mr. and Mrs. Damian T Macey
Souha Maltese
Mr and Mrs Rex Mann
Mr and Mrs Rick V. McDermott
Mr and Mrs Thomas H. Miller
Mr. Robert J Moynihan
Mr. and Mrs. Robbie Muñoz
Ngoc Nguyen
Ms Margaret M O’Neil

Mr. Eugene W. Palmer
Mr and Mrs Dean G. Porter
Mr Fred W. Schlotter
Diane E. Schulte
Lance and Marlene Sogan
Mr. and Mrs. J. Carroll Spanyer
Ms. Mary Ann Stiglitz
Mr and Mrs Richard Tuttle
Ms. Joann C. Welch
Amira Yatooma
Mr and Mrs John Young
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Zellers

2020 marks the 800th year of “St. Anthony’s conversion.” In 1220, a young 
Augustinian friar named Fernando was moved by the missionary spirit of the 
early followers of St. Francis. Fernando’s first encounter with the Franciscan friars 
was in his hometown of Lisbon, Portugal.  He witnessed five young Franciscans 
sharing about their desire to do missionary work in Morocco. These same friars 
would later return via the same route as martyrs, and this profound encounter 
with the first Franciscan martyrs from Morocco would become the decisive 
moment for Fernando, soon to be known as Anthony – St. Anthony of Padua.

St. Anthony received a call within a call, and he allowed the Spirit of God 
to move him beyond his comfort zone. And just like him, we are witnessing 
how the Spirit continues to stir the souls of young men to join the Franciscan 
movement, even amid this tragic pandemic. 

As on July 15, 2020, three novices, friars Joshua Sherls, Alex Gould, and 
Roberto Macias-Marin professed their vows leaving behind, like St. Anthony, 
a life known for the Spirit-filled Franciscan life of living the Gospel. These 
three young friars made their commitment in a very sacred place known as 
“La Misión de San Antonio de Ysleta del Sur,” established in 1680.  Today, it 
is located in the city of El Paso, Texas, but this mission, named after Anthony, 
owes its heritage to the Tigua people and the early Franciscan Missionaries in 
northern New Mexico, who decided to venture south toward the Río Grande.

The Tiguas for the past 340 years have praised St. Anthony, who is the patron 
of the mission and the Tigua People.  Even within the pandemic reality, taking 
precautionary measures, the Novena prayers to St. Anthony were celebrated, 
“promesas” - personal devotions were upheld. The Tigua Peoples’ meal was shared, 
Mass for the Feast of Saint Anthony was celebrated, and they danced to the beat 
of their sacred drum still echoing within our hearts.   The mission is alive. May we 
allow the Spirit that moved Francis and Anthony to drive us as we seek to live our 
call within a call.

By Friar Mario Serrano OFM Conv.

Fall 2020 Published by the Friars of the Province of Our Lady of Consolation

 

Safety, Security and an Income for Life 
Franciscan Gift Annuities support the long-term mission of the 
Conventual Franciscan Friars.  The friars place your lump-sum 
donation of $5,000 or more and invest it in a secure account. You 
receive fixed-payments of up to 8.6% of the value of your donation 
for life.  The friars receive the balance of the invested funds upon 
your death to be able to sustain our mission to form a community of 
fraternal love and equality by supporting and calling one another to 
on-going conversation in our vowed life.    

•  Safe, Secure and Fixed payments to you for life 

•  No Capital Gains Taxes at the time of your donation 

 •  Fixed Payment Rates as high as 8.6% based on value of your donation 
  
Help secure your future and leave a legacy for the Franciscan Friars you 
love. Please contact Shaunna Graf at (812) 923-5250  
or s.graf@franciscansusa.org today. 

The Tigua People celebrate in front of “La Misión de San 
Antonio de Ysleta del Sur” in El Paso, TX.  (This photo is from 
the 2019 celebration.)
Photo Credit: Al Baeza
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In Thanksgiving

Dear Fr. John,

I am thankful for the opportunity for my granddaughter to 
attend a retreat where my dad attended every summer for 
many years. Who would have thought? Blessings from this 
past year and the gift of the friars!!

Dear Fr. John,

I am thankful for life, love, my wonderful husband, for the 
Eucharist , and God’s gracious mercy.

Dear Fr. John,

Please pray for the family of Alan M.

Alan, age 32 passed away as a result of colon cancer, leaving 
a spouse, daughter, sister, mom, and many relatives. Please 
remember this loving family. Thank you! 
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Dear Friends,

Pope Francis recently remarked 
in a letter to Friar Carlos Trovarelli, 
Minister General of the Order of 
Friars Minor Conventual, marking the 
occasion of the 800th anniversary of St. 
Anthony entering into religious life:

“May his example of sharing in the 
difficulties of families, the poor and disadvantaged, as well as his 
passion for truth and justice, still arouse in us today a generous 
commitment to give of ourselves as a sign of fraternity.” 

“I am thinking most of all about the young: This saint, so 
ancient and yet so modern and brilliant in his insights, can be a 
model for new generations to follow, so that their journey may be 
made fruitful.”

His example is surely for the young, but also for all those 
who seek a new way.  During this time of isolation and political 
divide, his example is one for us all. How can we use technology 
and knowledge to encourage and support those who seek His 
Good News? How can we see God in those we can not be with or 
don’t agree with?  What can we learn by joining in solidarity with 
those in the margins of society? 

With St. Francis and St. Anthony as examples, our fraternity 
of brothers accept the challenge to see God in the faces of all 
we meet as we mission and minister. We invite you to join us in 
doing the same.  

Fr. John Elmer OFM Conv. 
Spiritual Director

Fr. John Elmer OFM Conv.

Like our parish communities, Retreat Centers have been 
hit especially hard by the recent Covid-19 pandemic. Our 
Franciscan Province sponsors three retreat centers: Mount 
Saint Francis Center for Spirituality at Mt. St. Francis, Indiana 
(“The Mount”),  Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center in 
Prior Lake, Minnesota (Prior Lake)  and Holy Cross Retreat in 
Mesilla Park, New Mexico (“Mesilla Park”). Each of 
these Centers fills a vital niche for spiritual renewal 
and growth in their respective communities, and 
each Center has had to come up with creative 
responses to serve the spiritual and 
sometimes material needs of those 
in their communities. Each Center 
wrestled with the question, 

“How to proclaim the Good 
News and be a beacon of hospitality 
and hope when we cannot safely 
welcome guests?”

Holy Cross Retreat Center, 
continued its long tradition of offering 
hospitality to individuals undergoing medical 
treatments in Las Cruces, while expanding 
their outreach to the homeless. Debbie Moore, 
Business Manager of Holy Cross, observed that the 
pandemic “made it clearer than ever how connected 
we all are to one another, how much we need each 
other, and how our actions or inactions affect 
others. ...Talking to those who have been staying 
for medical reasons, opening our doors to two 
homeless persons needing a short stay, and having 
the time to talk to them without all the “business” 
of normal time has highlighted the blessing that a simple act of 
kindness can be in someone’s life.”

All of our Retreat Centers climbed the somewhat steep 
learning curve of how to utilize new forms of technology to 
make the “retreat come to the retreatant.”  Prior Lake began 
to upload content on Tuesdays and Thursdays, some audio 
format content, and some video. “Our retreat team met 
virtually regularly to discuss the type of content we thought 
our retreatants needed,” Br. Bob Roddy, Director of Prior 
Lake, observed. In June, the preaching staff,  with the help of  
Marketing and Operations Director, Bob Beck, produced the 
video series: “Ordinary Time in a Not-So-Ordinary Time,” with 
these topics:  “The Gift in the Moment-Ways to Cope,” “It’s OK 
to be Sad,” “What Do We Do with Our Fears?” and “How Do 
We Wait?” “The response to this series and other offerings has 
been very positive,” Bro. Bob said. “We have had notes, e-mail 

messages, and phone calls from those who drew great comfort and 
strength from our web content.

Fr. Tom Smith, Director of Holy Cross, created four virtual retreats 
over the summer. “The response to the first Zoom Retreat was so 
great that I had to offer an extra set of sessions to accommodate the 
demand,” Fr. Tom said. “Keeping the numbers smaller allowed for 

more interaction between the participants and me, something 
that I value.” Fr. Tom succeeded in producing a hybrid 
retreat with some retreatants staying at the Holy Cross, some 
commuting, and some participating virtually, for a total of 59.

For the Mount, the March shutdown meant 
the cessation of high school retreat programs 
that make use of both the Main Retreat Center 
and the Youth Center. Br. Randy Kin, Director 
of the Mount, noted that “We planned some 
major renovations to the bathrooms in the 
Main Center for this summer, so we were not 
expecting to hold any programs then, but we 

sure missed the students and retreat leaders.” Judy 
Ribar, Associate Retreat Director, noted that  “We 

have been inundated with visitors on the property who are 
walking or jogging with friends, family, and dogs. Any given 

morning or evening this past spring, there were 40-50 non-staff 
cars in the parking lot. People sought outdoor peace on the 
grounds.” A “Self-Guided Outdoor Pilgrimage” brochure has 
been developed and is very much in demand. The Pilgrimage 
guide features 20 stops (shrines, statues, stations, labyrinth & 
meditation path) where someone can glean a bit of history and 
information about the site, and say a simple prayer, as they 
make their “pilgrimage” around the grounds.

All three of our Retreat Centers have had to wrestle with 
significant losses of income during this time. All three directors 
expressed gratitude for the many solicited and unsolicited donations. 
“Some of our retreatants have even sent in their retreat offering for the 
overnight retreat they missed,” Br. Bob said, “and many have expressed 
concern for the well-being of the friars and lay staff. It’s very touching 
and humbling.”

Our Franciscan Retreat Centers continue to be beacons of hope and 
comfort during these challenging times by using the many new means 
to spread the Good News. All of our retreat leadership knows that 
more creative possibilities beckon as we seek to encourage and support 
all who seek a deeper relationship with God and one another.

Example Through The Ages

I WOULD LIKE MORE INFO!
If you are 60 plus years young go to:  
 
https://bit.ly/cff-gift-annuities

Or clip out this part of your newsletter and mail 

it back in with your prayer requests: 

Name: ___________________________ 

_________________________________

Date of Birth:________ / ________ / _____

Email: _____________________________

__________________________________

Phone:  ____________________________

St. Anthony

Left to Right: Friars Josh Sherls, Roberto Macias-Marin, and 
Alex Gould  made their first vows, after completing their 
Novitiate year, on the Feast of St. Bonaventure, (July 15) at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in El Paso, TX.                   
 Photo Credit: Al Baeza

Province Updates

We’re pleased to announce that we gave away 420 trees during 
our Tree Giveaway! Our driveup event celebrating Laudato Si’s 
5th anniversary was a success. Thank you to all our friends in the 
community who are planting trees that look beautiful, purify the air, 
reduce flooding, stop erosion, clean the water, and provide habitat for 
wildlife. Also, thank you to our volunteers who so generously helped out 
during the day! We appreciate you all!

Solar Panel installations are complete in Las Cruces, NM at Holy 
Cross Retreat Center, in Mount Saint Francis, IN at Mount Saint 
Francis Center for Spirituality, and our Zambian Province. We also hope 
to add more in San Antonio, TX at our House of Formation as we move 
forward with our expansion there.  While we are always looking for ways 
to be more enviornmentally responsible, in Zambia, solar panels actually 
provide electricity and internet it did not have before.

A New Way
Our Retreat Centers Explore New 
Ways To Reach Those Who Seek A 
Deeper Relationship with God
By Friar Bob Roddy OFM Conv.

Br. Bob Roddy 
prepares to 
record a video.   
 
During this time 
friars and retreat 
center support 
staff are finding 
new ways to 
connect with the 
people who seek 
spiritual renewal 
and growth.

We have broken ground in San Antonio for the expansion of our 
House of Formation.  Each friar who begins formation in San Antonio 
will eventually be called to a ministry serving those most in need.

House of Formation Expansion 
San Antonio, TX

Retreat 
Directors and 
staff pose for 
pictures while 
on ZoomSolar Panel Installations 

Las Cruces, NM - Mount Saint Francis, IN -  Zambia, Africa

Laudato Si Tree Giveaway 
Mount Saint Francis, IN

Your donations make smiles like this possible! 

We encourage you to visit our retreat center websites to learn more and 
participate in future online retreats and programs. 

www.holycrossretreat.org
www.mountsaintfrancis.org
www.franciscanretreats.org

Friar Andy and Friar Mario minister 
to university students from El Paso & 
San Antonio, Texas
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great that I had to offer an extra set of sessions to accommodate the 
demand,” Fr. Tom said. “Keeping the numbers smaller allowed for 

more interaction between the participants and me, something 
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Ms. Margaret Klempa 
The Klempa Family
Frank and Angie Sartor
KM
Mr and Mrs Kenneth F. Amiano
Mr and Mrs Faris G Attisha
Mrs. Peggy Austin
Mr. James Banet
Gloria A Barrientos
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Bechtol
Mr and Mrs Russell Bentley
Ms Patricia Boatman
Mr. Robert D. Boerger

Please pray for the intentions of those here, and for all your Franciscan family:

Mrs. Carol Bourgeois
Mr. Keith E. Buda
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Caruso
Chinfu R. Chen
Mr and Mrs Bart Cleary
Dan and Georgiana Concheck
Mr Pasquale De Santis
Ms. Frances DeNardo
Santos Gloria Espinoza
Mr. Robert Fischer
Mr and Mrs James S. Fitzgibbon
Ms. Barbara Gadosik
Dominic J. Gangelhoff

Mr. Anthony Gaudiano
Dennis Gettelfinger
Michael G. Hauser
Nadege Henry
Mr. and Mrs. Rich Hohman
Mrs. Shirley B. Hunckler
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hurst
Susan Hutchens
Maria and Norma Imbrogno
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Jakubowicz
Mr Milton J Kaelin
Dr. Marilyn Kallet
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Kelleher

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Krebs
Mrs Irene C Kustritz
Mr and Mrs Sonny Lam
Mr and Mrs Kenneth Lombard
Mr. and Mrs. Damian T Macey
Souha Maltese
Mr and Mrs Rex Mann
Mr and Mrs Rick V. McDermott
Mr and Mrs Thomas H. Miller
Mr. Robert J Moynihan
Mr. and Mrs. Robbie Muñoz
Ngoc Nguyen
Ms Margaret M O’Neil

Mr. Eugene W. Palmer
Mr and Mrs Dean G. Porter
Mr Fred W. Schlotter
Diane E. Schulte
Lance and Marlene Sogan
Mr. and Mrs. J. Carroll Spanyer
Ms. Mary Ann Stiglitz
Mr and Mrs Richard Tuttle
Ms. Joann C. Welch
Amira Yatooma
Mr and Mrs John Young
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Zellers

2020 marks the 800th year of “St. Anthony’s conversion.” In 1220, a young 
Augustinian friar named Fernando was moved by the missionary spirit of the 
early followers of St. Francis. Fernando’s first encounter with the Franciscan friars 
was in his hometown of Lisbon, Portugal.  He witnessed five young Franciscans 
sharing about their desire to do missionary work in Morocco. These same friars 
would later return via the same route as martyrs, and this profound encounter 
with the first Franciscan martyrs from Morocco would become the decisive 
moment for Fernando, soon to be known as Anthony – St. Anthony of Padua.

St. Anthony received a call within a call, and he allowed the Spirit of God 
to move him beyond his comfort zone. And just like him, we are witnessing 
how the Spirit continues to stir the souls of young men to join the Franciscan 
movement, even amid this tragic pandemic. 

As on July 15, 2020, three novices, friars Joshua Sherls, Alex Gould, and 
Roberto Macias-Marin professed their vows leaving behind, like St. Anthony, 
a life known for the Spirit-filled Franciscan life of living the Gospel. These 
three young friars made their commitment in a very sacred place known as 
“La Misión de San Antonio de Ysleta del Sur,” established in 1680.  Today, it 
is located in the city of El Paso, Texas, but this mission, named after Anthony, 
owes its heritage to the Tigua people and the early Franciscan Missionaries in 
northern New Mexico, who decided to venture south toward the Río Grande.

The Tiguas for the past 340 years have praised St. Anthony, who is the patron 
of the mission and the Tigua People.  Even within the pandemic reality, taking 
precautionary measures, the Novena prayers to St. Anthony were celebrated, 
“promesas” - personal devotions were upheld. The Tigua Peoples’ meal was shared, 
Mass for the Feast of Saint Anthony was celebrated, and they danced to the beat 
of their sacred drum still echoing within our hearts.   The mission is alive. May we 
allow the Spirit that moved Francis and Anthony to drive us as we seek to live our 
call within a call.

By Friar Mario Serrano OFM Conv.

Fall 2020 Published by the Friars of the Province of Our Lady of Consolation

 

Safety, Security and an Income for Life 
Franciscan Gift Annuities support the long-term mission of the 
Conventual Franciscan Friars.  The friars place your lump-sum 
donation of $5,000 or more and invest it in a secure account. You 
receive fixed-payments of up to 8.6% of the value of your donation 
for life.  The friars receive the balance of the invested funds upon 
your death to be able to sustain our mission to form a community of 
fraternal love and equality by supporting and calling one another to 
on-going conversation in our vowed life.    

•  Safe, Secure and Fixed payments to you for life 

•  No Capital Gains Taxes at the time of your donation 

 •  Fixed Payment Rates as high as 8.6% based on value of your donation 
  
Help secure your future and leave a legacy for the Franciscan Friars you 
love. Please contact Shaunna Graf at (812) 923-5250  
or s.graf@franciscansusa.org today. 

The Tigua People celebrate in front of “La Misión de San 
Antonio de Ysleta del Sur” in El Paso, TX.  (This photo is from 
the 2019 celebration.)
Photo Credit: Al Baeza
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In Thanksgiving

Dear Fr. John,

I am thankful for the opportunity for my granddaughter to 
attend a retreat where my dad attended every summer for 
many years. Who would have thought? Blessings from this 
past year and the gift of the friars!!

Dear Fr. John,

I am thankful for life, love, my wonderful husband, for the 
Eucharist , and God’s gracious mercy.

Dear Fr. John,

Please pray for the family of Alan M.

Alan, age 32 passed away as a result of colon cancer, leaving 
a spouse, daughter, sister, mom, and many relatives. Please 
remember this loving family. Thank you! 
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Dear Friends,

Pope Francis recently remarked 
in a letter to Friar Carlos Trovarelli, 
Minister General of the Order of 
Friars Minor Conventual, marking the 
occasion of the 800th anniversary of St. 
Anthony entering into religious life:

“May his example of sharing in the 
difficulties of families, the poor and disadvantaged, as well as his 
passion for truth and justice, still arouse in us today a generous 
commitment to give of ourselves as a sign of fraternity.” 

“I am thinking most of all about the young: This saint, so 
ancient and yet so modern and brilliant in his insights, can be a 
model for new generations to follow, so that their journey may be 
made fruitful.”

His example is surely for the young, but also for all those 
who seek a new way.  During this time of isolation and political 
divide, his example is one for us all. How can we use technology 
and knowledge to encourage and support those who seek His 
Good News? How can we see God in those we can not be with or 
don’t agree with?  What can we learn by joining in solidarity with 
those in the margins of society? 

With St. Francis and St. Anthony as examples, our fraternity 
of brothers accept the challenge to see God in the faces of all 
we meet as we mission and minister. We invite you to join us in 
doing the same.  

Fr. John Elmer OFM Conv. 
Spiritual Director

Fr. John Elmer OFM Conv.

Like our parish communities, Retreat Centers have been 
hit especially hard by the recent Covid-19 pandemic. Our 
Franciscan Province sponsors three retreat centers: Mount 
Saint Francis Center for Spirituality at Mt. St. Francis, Indiana 
(“The Mount”),  Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center in 
Prior Lake, Minnesota (Prior Lake)  and Holy Cross Retreat in 
Mesilla Park, New Mexico (“Mesilla Park”). Each of 
these Centers fills a vital niche for spiritual renewal 
and growth in their respective communities, and 
each Center has had to come up with creative 
responses to serve the spiritual and 
sometimes material needs of those 
in their communities. Each Center 
wrestled with the question, 

“How to proclaim the Good 
News and be a beacon of hospitality 
and hope when we cannot safely 
welcome guests?”

Holy Cross Retreat Center, 
continued its long tradition of offering 
hospitality to individuals undergoing medical 
treatments in Las Cruces, while expanding 
their outreach to the homeless. Debbie Moore, 
Business Manager of Holy Cross, observed that the 
pandemic “made it clearer than ever how connected 
we all are to one another, how much we need each 
other, and how our actions or inactions affect 
others. ...Talking to those who have been staying 
for medical reasons, opening our doors to two 
homeless persons needing a short stay, and having 
the time to talk to them without all the “business” 
of normal time has highlighted the blessing that a simple act of 
kindness can be in someone’s life.”

All of our Retreat Centers climbed the somewhat steep 
learning curve of how to utilize new forms of technology to 
make the “retreat come to the retreatant.”  Prior Lake began 
to upload content on Tuesdays and Thursdays, some audio 
format content, and some video. “Our retreat team met 
virtually regularly to discuss the type of content we thought 
our retreatants needed,” Br. Bob Roddy, Director of Prior 
Lake, observed. In June, the preaching staff,  with the help of  
Marketing and Operations Director, Bob Beck, produced the 
video series: “Ordinary Time in a Not-So-Ordinary Time,” with 
these topics:  “The Gift in the Moment-Ways to Cope,” “It’s OK 
to be Sad,” “What Do We Do with Our Fears?” and “How Do 
We Wait?” “The response to this series and other offerings has 
been very positive,” Bro. Bob said. “We have had notes, e-mail 

messages, and phone calls from those who drew great comfort and 
strength from our web content.

Fr. Tom Smith, Director of Holy Cross, created four virtual retreats 
over the summer. “The response to the first Zoom Retreat was so 
great that I had to offer an extra set of sessions to accommodate the 
demand,” Fr. Tom said. “Keeping the numbers smaller allowed for 

more interaction between the participants and me, something 
that I value.” Fr. Tom succeeded in producing a hybrid 
retreat with some retreatants staying at the Holy Cross, some 
commuting, and some participating virtually, for a total of 59.

For the Mount, the March shutdown meant 
the cessation of high school retreat programs 
that make use of both the Main Retreat Center 
and the Youth Center. Br. Randy Kin, Director 
of the Mount, noted that “We planned some 
major renovations to the bathrooms in the 
Main Center for this summer, so we were not 
expecting to hold any programs then, but we 

sure missed the students and retreat leaders.” Judy 
Ribar, Associate Retreat Director, noted that  “We 

have been inundated with visitors on the property who are 
walking or jogging with friends, family, and dogs. Any given 

morning or evening this past spring, there were 40-50 non-staff 
cars in the parking lot. People sought outdoor peace on the 
grounds.” A “Self-Guided Outdoor Pilgrimage” brochure has 
been developed and is very much in demand. The Pilgrimage 
guide features 20 stops (shrines, statues, stations, labyrinth & 
meditation path) where someone can glean a bit of history and 
information about the site, and say a simple prayer, as they 
make their “pilgrimage” around the grounds.

All three of our Retreat Centers have had to wrestle with 
significant losses of income during this time. All three directors 
expressed gratitude for the many solicited and unsolicited donations. 
“Some of our retreatants have even sent in their retreat offering for the 
overnight retreat they missed,” Br. Bob said, “and many have expressed 
concern for the well-being of the friars and lay staff. It’s very touching 
and humbling.”

Our Franciscan Retreat Centers continue to be beacons of hope and 
comfort during these challenging times by using the many new means 
to spread the Good News. All of our retreat leadership knows that 
more creative possibilities beckon as we seek to encourage and support 
all who seek a deeper relationship with God and one another.

Example Through The Ages

I WOULD LIKE MORE INFO!
If you are 60 plus years young go to:  
 
https://bit.ly/cff-gift-annuities

Or clip out this part of your newsletter and mail 

it back in with your prayer requests: 

Name: ___________________________ 

_________________________________

Date of Birth:________ / ________ / _____

Email: _____________________________

__________________________________

Phone:  ____________________________

St. Anthony

Left to Right: Friars Josh Sherls, Roberto Macias-Marin, and 
Alex Gould  made their first vows, after completing their 
Novitiate year, on the Feast of St. Bonaventure, (July 15) at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in El Paso, TX.                   
 Photo Credit: Al Baeza

Province Updates

We’re pleased to announce that we gave away 420 trees during 
our Tree Giveaway! Our driveup event celebrating Laudato Si’s 
5th anniversary was a success. Thank you to all our friends in the 
community who are planting trees that look beautiful, purify the air, 
reduce flooding, stop erosion, clean the water, and provide habitat for 
wildlife. Also, thank you to our volunteers who so generously helped out 
during the day! We appreciate you all!

Solar Panel installations are complete in Las Cruces, NM at Holy 
Cross Retreat Center, in Mount Saint Francis, IN at Mount Saint 
Francis Center for Spirituality, and our Zambian Province. We also hope 
to add more in San Antonio, TX at our House of Formation as we move 
forward with our expansion there.  While we are always looking for ways 
to be more enviornmentally responsible, in Zambia, solar panels actually 
provide electricity and internet it did not have before.

A New Way
Our Retreat Centers Explore New 
Ways To Reach Those Who Seek A 
Deeper Relationship with God
By Friar Bob Roddy OFM Conv.

Br. Bob Roddy 
prepares to 
record a video.   
 
During this time 
friars and retreat 
center support 
staff are finding 
new ways to 
connect with the 
people who seek 
spiritual renewal 
and growth.

We have broken ground in San Antonio for the expansion of our 
House of Formation.  Each friar who begins formation in San Antonio 
will eventually be called to a ministry serving those most in need.

House of Formation Expansion 
San Antonio, TX

Retreat 
Directors and 
staff pose for 
pictures while 
on ZoomSolar Panel Installations 

Las Cruces, NM - Mount Saint Francis, IN -  Zambia, Africa

Laudato Si Tree Giveaway 
Mount Saint Francis, IN

Your donations make smiles like this possible! 

We encourage you to visit our retreat center websites to learn more and 
participate in future online retreats and programs. 

www.holycrossretreat.org
www.mountsaintfrancis.org
www.franciscanretreats.org

Friar Andy and Friar Mario minister 
to university students from El Paso & 
San Antonio, Texas



for the butchery. But some American soldiers serving in Vietnam were 
back home a week after leaving the jungle. 

A chaplain in a Veterans Affairs hospital meets Original Sin every 
day. There’s no point in protesting war, the military, or national 
defense. Members of a healing team recognize that their illness didn’t 
begin when they joined the military. Many were addicted to drugs, 
alcohol, and violence before they finished high school; many had 
suffered the divorce and estrangement of their parents; many already 
acclimated to a racist society. The oldest Veterans were given cigarettes 
and told to smoke if they expected to take a break. Why would you 
want a break if you don’t smoke?

The VA chaplain, representing no particular religion, offers 
spirituality to Veterans. The Catholic chaplain invokes the Real 
Presence of Jesus Christ. Because Catholics have a First Amendment 
right to the sacraments, the VA hires priest chaplains. In the rites of 
Eucharist, Reconciliation, and Anointing of the Sick, we encounter the 
dark mystery of Original Sin face to face -- within COVID range -- 
and the atoning mercy of grace. There is healing in His wings. 

An elderly doctor at the VA, a veteran of Vietnam, remarking 
about the COVID epidemic, told me he still worked there because, 
“We lost that war, I’m not going to lose this one.”

Then he asked why I am still there. “I’m atoning for protesting 
the Vietnam War,” I said.

“You did the right thing!” he replied.

I suppose I am still protesting the war.

The Vietnam War has never ended in the VA. Some Veterans 
complain they were not allowed to win the war; some are still 
angry at Jane Fonda and Muhammad Ali. But I have not met many 
Veterans who thought that the war was worth fighting.

Occasionally a Veteran agonizes with me over what he did, saw, 
or suffered in the war zone. If it made sense at the time and in that 
place, it doesn’t anymore. Wars justify themselves while they last, 
but they don’t last long. The most hardened soldier, surviving, must 
return to the world of civility.

Does it help when I say, “You did what you were trained to do?” 
We chose these young men and women to represent us in a conflict. 
We trained them, armed them, and commissioned them, knowing 
full-well they were young, immature, and would do foolish things. 
Very often, they don’t want to tell us what happened, nor do we 
want to hear it.

One of our chaplains, a scholar who has researched moral injury, 
told me some Native American peoples created ritual ceremonies for 
reintegrating their warriors into village life. They not only welcomed 
and affirmed their braves, but they also accepted full responsibility 
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So now what? In my own little, insignificant way, I’ve tried to lend my voice to those crying for justice in our country. I’ve attended a 
bunch of marches and a few webinars and got the t-shirt for “Black Lives Matter.” And now we’re in that strange place where the street 
protests are dying down (until the next senseless death,) and we’re trying to make real change. How should just community protection and 
crime prevention look? What is the role of the police? How do we move those in positions of power, to relinquish that power to permit those 
who have been oppressed to have their fair shot?

It’s easy to now just downshift to my usual lethargy. The students will be returning; we’ve got some renovations going on; I’ve got homilies, 
presentations, and these little articles to write. But Christ is still out there, getting shot, losing His job, fleeing persecution and violence, being 
forced aside by politicians who won’t need Him after the election. I wonder if I will still really see Him?

6 7

We are in an era of anxiety and worry, with a virus and violence, 
societal unrest and racial upheaval with no legal, political or bureaucratic 
solutions in sight. We need God. We need a savior. Where is he?

Joseph Ratzinger wrote in 1970, after having been asked what the 
church of the year 2000 will look like,  responded, “And so it seems 
certain to me that the Church is facing very hard times. The real crisis 
has scarcely begun. We will have to count on terrific upheavals. But I am 
equally certain about what will remain at the end: not the Church of the 
political cult, which is dead already, but the Church of faith. It may well 
no longer be the dominant social power to the extent that She was until 
recently; but it will enjoy a fresh blossoming and be seen as man’s home, 
where he will find life and hope beyond death.”1

Out of recent humiliations will come the grace of God with a saving 
power like we have never seen before. Where will we find this grace?  
St. Paul says to the Athenians in the Acts of the Apostles, “He made from one the whole human race… so that people might seek God, even 
perhaps grope for him and find him, though indeed he is not far from any one of us.” (17:26 & 27). Paul had an experience of God, through 
his Son Jesus Christ, that was so “up-close and personal”, so overpowering, that it knocked him to the ground. 

As a parish priest for 28 years, I see the presence of God in his faithful people when we gather together for worship at Mass, the other 
sacraments and in service. When Christians understand their Church, but no particular building, to be their home, then the faith, and it’s 
hope, is truly theirs, they own it. Now it cannot be easily taken away by any outside force. This is so beautiful to see. They don’t ‘attend’ 
Mass, they come back home and their service to others overflows as the most natural result.  

Jesus Christ, the compassion of God, is the answer to any significant question we may raise. In him we place our hope and he will not 
disappoint.

1 Faith and the Future 2009 Ignatius Press.

By Friar Joe West OFM Conv.
Parish Priest at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church in Clarksville , IN

Fr. Joe Kiene had a gift for consoling people in times of crisis and those who found themselves far away from 
home. And while he often lived apart from his Franciscan brothers, he was able to create communities with those he 
served.

Friar Joseph Lawrence (Joachim) Kiene OFM Conv. He entered eternal life on July 17, 2020, in Angola, Indiana. 
He was born on March 18, 1937, in Lima, Ohio. He was a student at Mount St. Francis, Indiana, 1951; professed 
first vows as a Franciscan Friar Conventual, July 17, 1956, receiving the name Friar Joachim; professed solemn vows, 
July 23, 1960; and was ordained to the priesthood on February 22, 1964, St. Paul Cathedral in St. Paul, Minnesota.

After spending six years in parish ministry, Fr. Joe became a chaplain in the United States Navy and found his 
true vocation. His Franciscan formation brought out his gifts for hospitality and service to those in non-traditional 
settings. He used those gifts to build a deep sense of fraternity and God’s loving presence wherever he served. After 

seven years of active duty in the Navy, Fr. Joe spent two years as a chaplain at the Wisconsin State Prison before being invited to military duty, this 
time as a chaplain at the Veterans Administration Hospital in Indianapolis. He served veterans and hospital staff until his retirement.

The Mass of Christian Burial for Friar Joachim Kiene was July 30, St. Anthony of Padua Church, Angola, Indiana. Arrangements for his burial 
at Mount St. Francis, Indiana, are pending due to the pandemic.   

Fr. Ken Bartsch presides over Sunday Mass at the VA Hospital Chapel in 
Louisville, KY

Hello, I am Friar Jaime Zaragoza. I have just finished my studies in San 
Antonio, Texas and am now stationed in Indiana and doing ministry in our 
Franciscan Kitchen in Louisville, Kentucky. I have been looking forward to 
serving and receiving spiritual growth at the Franciscan Kitchen. Growing 
up in the Southwest, I was introduced to Liberation Theology, and I find it 
essential to my spirituality and pursuits for justice.  As Gustavo Gutierrez 
states:

“To abolish injustice and to build a new society, this theology must be verified by the practice of that commitment by active, effective 
participation in the struggle which the exploited social class has undertaken against their oppressor.”

I have been allowed to go to different parts of Central America, South America, and many different regions in the United States. Many 
of the towns are still developing, and I have been genuinely appreciative of their hospitality. Throughout my experiences of being a friar, I 
have received in abundance beautiful hospitality. These experiences have led me to live a mission of hospitality.  

The Franciscan Kitchen allows me to practice this mission.  I find that while trying to accomplish this mission, I can provide dignity in 
simple small ways. First, by preparing a meal for the Lord who lives in the people that come to receive physical and spiritual nourishment. 
Then, by simply saying, “Good to see you.” My favorite response that I have received from the Lord, who resides in His people is, “Good 
to be seen, brother.” These simple phrases, paired with my work in the kitchen, are my way of “always preaching and when necessary, using 
words.” This is how I commit to living a progressive theology for the liberation of the oppressed.   

Having spent over ten years of my religious life as the pilgrimage director at the Basilica 
and National Shrine of Our Lady of Consolation, in Carey, Ohio, I encountered faith-
filled pilgrims from all over the world. I heard countless stories from pilgrims 
about how God had touched their lives through the intercession of Our Lady 
of Consolation.  One story that sticks in my mind is a young girl that came to 
the Shrine because she was having problems with her eyesight.  The doctors 
had diagnosed her with macular degeneration of the eyes.  They told her that 
she would eventually lose her sight and go blind.  The young girl heard about 
the Shrine of Our Lady and asked her parents to take her there to light a candle 
to pray and ask God to heal her eyes.  Some weeks later, she had a doctor’s 
appointment, and the doctor told her that there was no sign of the disease in 
her eyes.  She told the doctor and her parents that it was through Mary’s powerful intercession that she 
was healed.  She came back to the Shrine a short time later and asked if she could put her old glasses in the miracle case where hundreds of items 
are placed by people who were healed by Jesus through Mary’s intercession. 

It is beautiful to experience a miracle firsthand personally and to know that people are still getting healed at the Shrine.  Pilgrims are still 
finding Peace, Comfort, Healing, and Consolation at the Shrine.  I always tell pilgrims, if everyone who has been touched by Jesus at the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Consolation wrote a page of their experiences over these past 100 years, we would have a book without end.   

Left: Br. Randy Kin relaxes on the front lawn 
in front of the OLC Shrine Gift Shop. 
Right: Pilgrims create a “sea of candles” in 
Carey, OH for the Procession of Our Lady, 
the night before the 2019 Feast of the 
Assumption.

By Friar Randy Kin OFM Conv. 
Former Pilgrimage Director in Carey, OH

By Friar Jaime Zaragoza OFM Conv.
Minister at the Franciscan Kitchen in Louisville, KY

“Healing in His wings” “He is not far from us”

“A book without end”

By Friar Ken Bartsch OFM Conv.
Chaplain at the VA Hospital in Louisville, KY

“Good to be seen, brother.”

Will I see Him?
By Friar Paul Schloemer OFM Conv.
Vocations Director in Silver Springs, MD

Pope Francis quotes St. Anthony in his exhortation to us to “see the Lord!” 
And certainly, recognizing Christ in the other, especially the stranger, is a 
cornerstone of what it means to be Christian. But there is a difference in 
simply physically seeing Christ, and seeing Christ as the young Augustinian 
canon Anthony did. On the road to Calvary, countless people saw Jesus with 
their eyes, but only a few truly saw Jesus, walked with Him to the Cross. 
The young St. Anthony saw those other young friars ready to give themselves 
to witness to the Cross, and he didn’t just wish them well, he followed!

I think this is how we are also called today to see Christ in this world 
torn by war, pandemic, economic and ecological disaster, and the long-
standing racism that often results in anger and violence. As Peter stepping 
out into the storm, we Franciscans are called to enter into that pain. We 
don’t just see Christ in George Floyd and Breonna Taylor and all the others, 
we follow them all the way to the Cross. This is difficult and often doesn’t 
end up where we think it will. Anthony was headed to Morocco and ended 
up in Sicily. But the point is, he saw Christ, got up and followed!

Symposium - 
The Face of God

Seeing 

It had not rained during the Procession of Mary as far back as any local could remember.  Although our weather radar had indicated we were 
in the clear, with a 0% chance of rain,  a considerable storm approached the evening before the Assumption. Under normal circumstances, we 
would be preparing for our candlelight procession that starts at the Basilica and stretches to the Shrine Park. When you look out, all you can see 
is this river of candles. It is beautiful. 

But this year was different in many ways. Lightning and thunder were all around us as it stormed and hit close enough to make the Basilica’s 
bells sound off. Surely it wasn’t a coincidence that they rang out when usually, during a typical year, our doors would be opening for Our Lady to 
be carried down the steps and into the streets. 

Of course, it is not only the weather that has made this year different. Covid-19 has changed the way we can celebrate.  Many entities, 
including the friars, Diocese, and State Government, decided it was not a good idea to bring a large group to camp and parade in the streets. It 
would be impossible to keep a safe distance. And while we know, it was the right decision; to be responsible, to protect us all from this terrible 
disease,  we hunger to see our pilgrims again, to hear their stories of miracles fulfilled, and to witness their gratitude and devotion to Our Lady.

The Chaldeans, one of our largest groups of pilgrims, comes down from the Detroit area.  They are Catholics from Iraq, and they come to the 
shrine with multiple Generations in tow. They all come together, and traditionally they camp, share food, dance, and pray, and we witness that 
baton of faith passed on from one generation to the next.  It inspires. 

So, as lightning strikes and rain pours, some see it as a sign that Our Lady was sad, pilgrims could not come. To others, it was a sign she had 
been holding back the rain all these years, keeping them dry. As we all struggle with this pandemic, remember,  She is the one who heals us and 
consoles us.  It is only fitting, this year, She weeps.

This Year, She Wept 
The Feast of the Assumption in Carey, Ohio
By Friar John Bamman OFM Conv.

A pilgrim visits with his 2 year-old son, Fr. John Bamman (top,right) and Fr. 
Tom Merril (bottom,left) preside over Feast Day Masses, a pilgrim prays to 
Our Lady.  

†Fr. Joe Kiene OFM Conv..

In a recent letter to Minister General Carlos Alberto Trovarelli, Pope Francis writes: 

 “I associate myself spiritually with all those who shall participate, through prayer and charity, in the various initiatives being promoted for 
this Eighth Antonian Centenary.  I hope that all of you may be able to say, along with St. Anthony: “I see my Lord!” We must “see the Lord” in 
the faces of all our brothers and sisters and offer them consolation, hope and the opportunity to encounter the Word of God, upon which they may 
anchor their lives.”

We posed the following question to some of our friars:

How do you see the face of God or “See the Lord” when you work in your ministry?

Fr. Paul Schloemer marches with peaceful protestors in Washington D.C.

Started by our own Br. Jim Fields 40 years ago. The Franciscan 
Kitchen in Louisville, KY serves over 400 meals daily.  

To read Friar Joe Kiene’s full obituary or make a donation in his memory please visit:  
https://franciscansusa.org/fr-joe-kiene

Fr. Joe West celebrates the Eucharist, pre-pandemic, with his 
parishioners at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church in Clarksville, IN



for the butchery. But some American soldiers serving in Vietnam were 
back home a week after leaving the jungle. 

A chaplain in a Veterans Affairs hospital meets Original Sin every 
day. There’s no point in protesting war, the military, or national 
defense. Members of a healing team recognize that their illness didn’t 
begin when they joined the military. Many were addicted to drugs, 
alcohol, and violence before they finished high school; many had 
suffered the divorce and estrangement of their parents; many already 
acclimated to a racist society. The oldest Veterans were given cigarettes 
and told to smoke if they expected to take a break. Why would you 
want a break if you don’t smoke?

The VA chaplain, representing no particular religion, offers 
spirituality to Veterans. The Catholic chaplain invokes the Real 
Presence of Jesus Christ. Because Catholics have a First Amendment 
right to the sacraments, the VA hires priest chaplains. In the rites of 
Eucharist, Reconciliation, and Anointing of the Sick, we encounter the 
dark mystery of Original Sin face to face -- within COVID range -- 
and the atoning mercy of grace. There is healing in His wings. 

An elderly doctor at the VA, a veteran of Vietnam, remarking 
about the COVID epidemic, told me he still worked there because, 
“We lost that war, I’m not going to lose this one.”

Then he asked why I am still there. “I’m atoning for protesting 
the Vietnam War,” I said.

“You did the right thing!” he replied.

I suppose I am still protesting the war.

The Vietnam War has never ended in the VA. Some Veterans 
complain they were not allowed to win the war; some are still 
angry at Jane Fonda and Muhammad Ali. But I have not met many 
Veterans who thought that the war was worth fighting.

Occasionally a Veteran agonizes with me over what he did, saw, 
or suffered in the war zone. If it made sense at the time and in that 
place, it doesn’t anymore. Wars justify themselves while they last, 
but they don’t last long. The most hardened soldier, surviving, must 
return to the world of civility.

Does it help when I say, “You did what you were trained to do?” 
We chose these young men and women to represent us in a conflict. 
We trained them, armed them, and commissioned them, knowing 
full-well they were young, immature, and would do foolish things. 
Very often, they don’t want to tell us what happened, nor do we 
want to hear it.

One of our chaplains, a scholar who has researched moral injury, 
told me some Native American peoples created ritual ceremonies for 
reintegrating their warriors into village life. They not only welcomed 
and affirmed their braves, but they also accepted full responsibility 
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By Friar Paul Schlomer OFM Conv.
Vocations Director in Silver Springs, MD

Pope Francis quotes St. Anthony in his exhortation to us to “see the Lord!” 
And certainly, recognizing Christ in the other, especially the stranger, is a 
cornerstone of what it means to be Christian. But there is a difference in 
simply physically seeing Christ, and seeing Christ as the young Augustinian 
canon Anthony did. On the road to Calvary, countless people saw Jesus with 
their eyes, but only a few truly saw Jesus, walked with Him to the Cross. 
The young St. Anthony saw those other young friars ready to give themselves 
to witness to the Cross, and he didn’t just wish them well, he followed!

I think this is how we are also called today to see Christ in this world 
torn by war, pandemic, economic and ecological disaster, and the long-
standing racism that often results in anger and violence. As Peter stepping 
out into the storm, we Franciscans are called to enter into that pain. We 
don’t just see Christ in George Floyd and Breonna Taylor and all the others, 
we follow them all the way to the Cross. This is difficult and often doesn’t 
end up where we think it will. Anthony was headed to Morocco and ended 
up in Sicily. But the point is, he saw Christ, got up and followed!

So now what? In my own little, insignificant way, I’ve tried to lend my voice to those crying for justice in our country. I’ve attended a 
bunch of marches and a few webinars and got the t-shirt for “Black Lives Matter.” And now we’re in that strange place where the street 
protests are dying down (until the next senseless death,) and we’re trying to make real change. How should just community protection and 
crime prevention look? What is the role of the police? How do we move those in positions of power, to relinquish that power to permit those 
who have been oppressed to have their fair shot?

It’s easy to now just downshift to my usual lethargy. The students will be returning; we’ve got some renovations going on; I’ve got homilies, 
presentations, and these little articles to write. But Christ is still out there, getting shot, losing His job, fleeing persecution and violence, being 
forced aside by politicians who won’t need Him after the election. I wonder if I will still really see Him?

6 7

We are in an era of anxiety and worry, with a virus and violence, 
societal unrest and racial upheaval with no legal, political or bureaucratic 
solutions in sight. We need God. We need a savior. Where is he?

Joseph Ratzinger wrote in 1970, after having been asked what the 
church of the year 2000 will look like,  responded, “And so it seems 
certain to me that the Church is facing very hard times. The real crisis 
has scarcely begun. We will have to count on terrific upheavals. But I am 
equally certain about what will remain at the end: not the Church of the 
political cult, which is dead already, but the Church of faith. It may well 
no longer be the dominant social power to the extent that She was until 
recently; but it will enjoy a fresh blossoming and be seen as man’s home, 
where he will find life and hope beyond death.”1

Out of recent humiliations will come the grace of God with a saving 
power like we have never seen before. Where will we find this grace?  
St. Paul says to the Athenians in the Acts of the Apostles, “He made from one the whole human race… so that people might seek God, even 
perhaps grope for him and find him, though indeed he is not far from any one of us.” (17:26 & 27). Paul had an experience of God, through 
his Son Jesus Christ, that was so “up-close and personal”, so overpowering, that it knocked him to the ground. 

As a parish priest for 28 years, I see the presence of God in his faithful people when we gather together for worship at Mass, the other 
sacraments and in service. When Christians understand their Church, but no particular building, to be their home, then the faith, and it’s 
hope, is truly theirs, they own it. Now it cannot be easily taken away by any outside force. This is so beautiful to see. They don’t ‘attend’ 
Mass, they come back home and their service to others overflows as the most natural result.  

Jesus Christ, the compassion of God, is the answer to any significant question we may raise. In him we place our hope and he will not 
disappoint. 

1 Faith and the Future 2009 Ignatius Press.

By Friar Joe West OFM Conv.
Parish Priest at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church in Clarksville , IN

Fr. Joe Kiene had a gift for consoling people in times of crisis and those who found themselves far away from 
home. And while he often lived apart from his Franciscan brothers, he was able to create communities with those he 
served.

Friar Joseph Lawrence (Joachim) Kiene OFM Conv. He entered eternal life on July 17, 2020, in Angola, Indiana. 
He was born on March 18, 1937, in Lima, Ohio. He was a student at Mount St. Francis, Indiana, 1951; professed 
first vows as a Franciscan Friar Conventual, July 17, 1956, receiving the name Friar Joachim; professed solemn vows, 
July 23, 1960; and was ordained to the priesthood on February 22, 1964, St. Paul Cathedral in St. Paul, Minnesota.

After spending six years in parish ministry, Fr. Joe became a chaplain in the United States Navy and found his 
true vocation. His Franciscan formation brought out his gifts for hospitality and service to those in non-traditional 
settings. He used those gifts to build a deep sense of fraternity and God’s loving presence wherever he served. After 

seven years of active duty in the Navy, Fr. Joe spent two years as a chaplain at the Wisconsin State Prison before being invited to military duty, this 
time as a chaplain at the Veterans Administration Hospital in Indianapolis. He served veterans and hospital staff until his retirement.

The Mass of Christian Burial for Friar Joachim Kiene was July 30, St. Anthony of Padua Church, Angola, Indiana. Arrangements for his burial 
at Mount St. Francis, Indiana, are pending due to the pandemic.   

Fr. Ken Bartsch presides over Sunday Mass at the VA Hospital Chapel in 
Louisville, KY

Hello, I am Friar Jaime Zaragoza. I have just finished my studies in San 
Antonio, Texas and am now stationed in Indiana and doing ministry in our 
Franciscan Kitchen in Louisville, Kentucky. I have been looking forward to 
serving and receiving spiritual growth at the Franciscan Kitchen. Growing 
up in the Southwest, I was introduced to Liberation Theology, and I find it 
essential to my spirituality and pursuits for justice.  As Gustavo Gutierrez 
states:

“To abolish injustice and to build a new society, this theology must be verified by the practice of that commitment by active, effective 
participation in the struggle which the exploited social class has undertaken against their oppressor.”

I have been allowed to go to different parts of Central America, South America, and many different regions in the United States. Many 
of the towns are still developing, and I have been genuinely appreciative of their hospitality. Throughout my experiences of being a friar, I 
have received in abundance beautiful hospitality. These experiences have led me to live a mission of hospitality.  

The Franciscan Kitchen allows me to practice this mission.  I find that while trying to accomplish this mission, I can provide dignity in 
simple small ways. First, by preparing a meal for the Lord who lives in the people that come to receive physical and spiritual nourishment. 
Then, by simply saying, “Good to see you.” My favorite response that I have received from the Lord, who resides in His people is, “Good 
to be seen, brother.” These simple phrases, paired with my work in the kitchen, are my way of “always preaching and when necessary, using 
words.” This is how I commit to living a progressive theology for the liberation of the oppressed.   

Having spent over ten years of my religious life as the pilgrimage director at the Basilica 
and National Shrine of Our Lady of Consolation, in Carey, Ohio, I encountered faith-
filled pilgrims from all over the world. I heard countless stories from pilgrims 
about how God had touched their lives through the intercession of Our Lady 
of Consolation.  One story that sticks in my mind is a young girl that came to 
the Shrine because she was having problems with her eyesight.  The doctors 
had diagnosed her with macular degeneration of the eyes.  They told her that 
she would eventually lose her sight and go blind.  The young girl heard about 
the Shrine of Our Lady and asked her parents to take her there to light a candle 
to pray and ask God to heal her eyes.  Some weeks later, she had a doctor’s 
appointment, and the doctor told her that there was no sign of the disease in 
her eyes.  She told the doctor and her parents that it was through Mary’s powerful intercession that she 
was healed.  She came back to the Shrine a short time later and asked if she could put her old glasses in the miracle case where hundreds of items 
are placed by people who were healed by Jesus through Mary’s intercession. 

It is beautiful to experience a miracle firsthand personally and to know that people are still getting healed at the Shrine.  Pilgrims are still 
finding Peace, Comfort, Healing, and Consolation at the Shrine.  I always tell pilgrims, if everyone who has been touched by Jesus at the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Consolation wrote a page of their experiences over these past 100 years, we would have a book without end.   

Left: Br. Randy Kin relaxes on the front lawn 
in front of the OLC Shrine Gift Shop. 
Right: Pilgrims create a “sea of candles” in 
Carey, OH for the Procession of Our Lady, 
the night before the 2019 Feast of the 
Assumption.

By Friar Randy Kin OFM Conv. 
Former Pilgrimage Director in Carey, OH

By Friar Jaime Zaragoza OFM Conv.
Minister at the Franciscan Kitchen in Louisville, KY

“Healing in His wings” “He is not far from us” 

“A book without end”

By Friar Ken Bartsch OFM Conv.
Chaplain at the VA Hospital in Louisville, KY

“Good to be seen, brother.” 

Will I see Him?

Symposium - 
The Face of God

Seeing 

It had not rained during the Procession of Mary as far back as any local could remember.  Although our weather radar had indicated we were 
in the clear, with a 0% chance of rain,  a considerable storm approached the evening before the Assumption. Under normal circumstances, we 
would be preparing for our candlelight procession that starts at the Basilica and stretches to the Shrine Park. When you look out, all you can see 
is this river of candles. It is beautiful. 

But this year was different in many ways. Lightning and thunder were all around us as it stormed and hit close enough to make the Basilica’s 
bells sound off. Surely it wasn’t a coincidence that they rang out when usually, during a typical year, our doors would be opening for Our Lady to 
be carried down the steps and into the streets. 

Of course, it is not only the weather that has made this year different. Covid-19 has changed the way we can celebrate.  Many entities, 
including the friars, Diocese, and State Government, decided it was not a good idea to bring a large group to camp and parade in the streets. It 
would be impossible to keep a safe distance. And while we know, it was the right decision; to be responsible, to protect us all from this terrible 
disease,  we hunger to see our pilgrims again, to hear their stories of miracles fulfilled, and to witness their gratitude and devotion to Our Lady.

The Chaldeans, one of our largest groups of pilgrims, comes down from the Detroit area.  They are Catholics from Iraq, and they come to the 
shrine with multiple Generations in tow. They all come together, and traditionally they camp, share food, dance, and pray, and we witness that 
baton of faith passed on from one generation to the next.  It inspires. 

So, as lightning strikes and rain pours, some see it as a sign that Our Lady was sad, pilgrims could not come. To others, it was a sign she had 
been holding back the rain all these years, keeping them dry. As we all struggle with this pandemic, remember,  She is the one who heals us and 
consoles us.  It is only fitting, this year, She weeps.

This Year, She Wept 
The Feast of the Assumption in Carey, Ohio
By Friar John Bamman OFM Conv.

A pilgrim visits with his 2 year-old son, Fr. John Bamman (top,right) and Fr. 
Tom Merril (bottom,left) preside over Feast Day Masses, a pilgrim prays to 
Our Lady.  

†Fr. Joe Kiene OFM Conv..

In a recent letter to Minister General Carlos Alberto Trovarelli, Pope Francis writes: 

 “I associate myself spiritually with all those who shall participate, through prayer and charity, in the various initiatives being promoted for 
this Eighth Antonian Centenary.  I hope that all of you may be able to say, along with St. Anthony: “I see my Lord!” We must “see the Lord” in 
the faces of all our brothers and sisters and offer them consolation, hope and the opportunity to encounter the Word of God, upon which they may 
anchor their lives.”

We posed the following question to some of our friars:

How do you see the face of God or “See the Lord” when you work in your ministry?  

Fr. Paul Schlomer marches with peaceful protestors in Washington D.C.

Started by our own Br. Jim Fields 40 years ago. The Franciscan 
Kitchen in Louisville, KY serves over 400 meals daily.  

To read Friar Joe Kiene’s full obituary or make a donation in his memory please visit:  
https://franciscansusa.org/fr-joe-kiene

Fr. Joe West celebrates the Eucharist, pre-pandemic, with his 
parishioners at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church in Clarksville, IN



for the butchery. But some American soldiers serving in Vietnam were 
back home a week after leaving the jungle. 

A chaplain in a Veterans Affairs hospital meets Original Sin every 
day. There’s no point in protesting war, the military, or national 
defense. Members of a healing team recognize that their illness didn’t 
begin when they joined the military. Many were addicted to drugs, 
alcohol, and violence before they finished high school; many had 
suffered the divorce and estrangement of their parents; many already 
acclimated to a racist society. The oldest Veterans were given cigarettes 
and told to smoke if they expected to take a break. Why would you 
want a break if you don’t smoke?

The VA chaplain, representing no particular religion, offers 
spirituality to Veterans. The Catholic chaplain invokes the Real 
Presence of Jesus Christ. Because Catholics have a First Amendment 
right to the sacraments, the VA hires priest chaplains. In the rites of 
Eucharist, Reconciliation, and Anointing of the Sick, we encounter the 
dark mystery of Original Sin face to face -- within COVID range -- 
and the atoning mercy of grace. There is healing in His wings. 

An elderly doctor at the VA, a veteran of Vietnam, remarking 
about the COVID epidemic, told me he still worked there because, 
“We lost that war, I’m not going to lose this one.”

Then he asked why I am still there. “I’m atoning for protesting 
the Vietnam War,” I said.

“You did the right thing!” he replied.

I suppose I am still protesting the war.

The Vietnam War has never ended in the VA. Some Veterans 
complain they were not allowed to win the war; some are still 
angry at Jane Fonda and Muhammad Ali. But I have not met many 
Veterans who thought that the war was worth fighting.

Occasionally a Veteran agonizes with me over what he did, saw, 
or suffered in the war zone. If it made sense at the time and in that 
place, it doesn’t anymore. Wars justify themselves while they last, 
but they don’t last long. The most hardened soldier, surviving, must 
return to the world of civility.

Does it help when I say, “You did what you were trained to do?” 
We chose these young men and women to represent us in a conflict. 
We trained them, armed them, and commissioned them, knowing 
full-well they were young, immature, and would do foolish things. 
Very often, they don’t want to tell us what happened, nor do we 
want to hear it.

One of our chaplains, a scholar who has researched moral injury, 
told me some Native American peoples created ritual ceremonies for 
reintegrating their warriors into village life. They not only welcomed 
and affirmed their braves, but they also accepted full responsibility 
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By Friar Paul Schlomer OFM Conv.
Vocations Director in Silver Springs, MD

Pope Francis quotes St. Anthony in his exhortation to us to “see the Lord!” 
And certainly, recognizing Christ in the other, especially the stranger, is a 
cornerstone of what it means to be Christian. But there is a difference in 
simply physically seeing Christ, and seeing Christ as the young Augustinian 
canon Anthony did. On the road to Calvary, countless people saw Jesus with 
their eyes, but only a few truly saw Jesus, walked with Him to the Cross. 
The young St. Anthony saw those other young friars ready to give themselves 
to witness to the Cross, and he didn’t just wish them well, he followed!

I think this is how we are also called today to see Christ in this world 
torn by war, pandemic, economic and ecological disaster, and the long-
standing racism that often results in anger and violence. As Peter stepping 
out into the storm, we Franciscans are called to enter into that pain. We 
don’t just see Christ in George Floyd and Breonna Taylor and all the others, 
we follow them all the way to the Cross. This is difficult and often doesn’t 
end up where we think it will. Anthony was headed to Morocco and ended 
up in Sicily. But the point is, he saw Christ, got up and followed!

So now what? In my own little, insignificant way, I’ve tried to lend my voice to those crying for justice in our country. I’ve attended a 
bunch of marches and a few webinars and got the t-shirt for “Black Lives Matter.” And now we’re in that strange place where the street 
protests are dying down (until the next senseless death,) and we’re trying to make real change. How should just community protection and 
crime prevention look? What is the role of the police? How do we move those in positions of power, to relinquish that power to permit those 
who have been oppressed to have their fair shot?

It’s easy to now just downshift to my usual lethargy. The students will be returning; we’ve got some renovations going on; I’ve got homilies, 
presentations, and these little articles to write. But Christ is still out there, getting shot, losing His job, fleeing persecution and violence, being 
forced aside by politicians who won’t need Him after the election. I wonder if I will still really see Him?

6 7

We are in an era of anxiety and worry, with a virus and violence, 
societal unrest and racial upheaval with no legal, political or bureaucratic 
solutions in sight. We need God. We need a savior. Where is he?

Joseph Ratzinger wrote in 1970, after having been asked what the 
church of the year 2000 will look like,  responded, “And so it seems 
certain to me that the Church is facing very hard times. The real crisis 
has scarcely begun. We will have to count on terrific upheavals. But I am 
equally certain about what will remain at the end: not the Church of the 
political cult, which is dead already, but the Church of faith. It may well 
no longer be the dominant social power to the extent that She was until 
recently; but it will enjoy a fresh blossoming and be seen as man’s home, 
where he will find life and hope beyond death.”1

Out of recent humiliations will come the grace of God with a saving 
power like we have never seen before. Where will we find this grace?  
St. Paul says to the Athenians in the Acts of the Apostles, “He made from one the whole human race… so that people might seek God, even 
perhaps grope for him and find him, though indeed he is not far from any one of us.” (17:26 & 27). Paul had an experience of God, through 
his Son Jesus Christ, that was so “up-close and personal”, so overpowering, that it knocked him to the ground. 

As a parish priest for 28 years, I see the presence of God in his faithful people when we gather together for worship at Mass, the other 
sacraments and in service. When Christians understand their Church, but no particular building, to be their home, then the faith, and it’s 
hope, is truly theirs, they own it. Now it cannot be easily taken away by any outside force. This is so beautiful to see. They don’t ‘attend’ 
Mass, they come back home and their service to others overflows as the most natural result.  

Jesus Christ, the compassion of God, is the answer to any significant question we may raise. In him we place our hope and he will not 
disappoint. 

1 Faith and the Future 2009 Ignatius Press.

By Friar Joe West OFM Conv.
Parish Priest at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church in Clarksville , IN

Fr. Joe Kiene had a gift for consoling people in times of crisis and those who found themselves far away from 
home. And while he often lived apart from his Franciscan brothers, he was able to create communities with those he 
served.

Friar Joseph Lawrence (Joachim) Kiene OFM Conv. He entered eternal life on July 17, 2020, in Angola, Indiana. 
He was born on March 18, 1937, in Lima, Ohio. He was a student at Mount St. Francis, Indiana, 1951; professed 
first vows as a Franciscan Friar Conventual, July 17, 1956, receiving the name Friar Joachim; professed solemn vows, 
July 23, 1960; and was ordained to the priesthood on February 22, 1964, St. Paul Cathedral in St. Paul, Minnesota.

After spending six years in parish ministry, Fr. Joe became a chaplain in the United States Navy and found his 
true vocation. His Franciscan formation brought out his gifts for hospitality and service to those in non-traditional 
settings. He used those gifts to build a deep sense of fraternity and God’s loving presence wherever he served. After 

seven years of active duty in the Navy, Fr. Joe spent two years as a chaplain at the Wisconsin State Prison before being invited to military duty, this 
time as a chaplain at the Veterans Administration Hospital in Indianapolis. He served veterans and hospital staff until his retirement.

The Mass of Christian Burial for Friar Joachim Kiene was July 30, St. Anthony of Padua Church, Angola, Indiana. Arrangements for his burial 
at Mount St. Francis, Indiana, are pending due to the pandemic.   

Fr. Ken Bartsch presides over Sunday Mass at the VA Hospital Chapel in 
Louisville, KY

Hello, I am Friar Jaime Zaragoza. I have just finished my studies in San 
Antonio, Texas and am now stationed in Indiana and doing ministry in our 
Franciscan Kitchen in Louisville, Kentucky. I have been looking forward to 
serving and receiving spiritual growth at the Franciscan Kitchen. Growing 
up in the Southwest, I was introduced to Liberation Theology, and I find it 
essential to my spirituality and pursuits for justice.  As Gustavo Gutierrez 
states:

“To abolish injustice and to build a new society, this theology must be verified by the practice of that commitment by active, effective 
participation in the struggle which the exploited social class has undertaken against their oppressor.”

I have been allowed to go to different parts of Central America, South America, and many different regions in the United States. Many 
of the towns are still developing, and I have been genuinely appreciative of their hospitality. Throughout my experiences of being a friar, I 
have received in abundance beautiful hospitality. These experiences have led me to live a mission of hospitality.  

The Franciscan Kitchen allows me to practice this mission.  I find that while trying to accomplish this mission, I can provide dignity in 
simple small ways. First, by preparing a meal for the Lord who lives in the people that come to receive physical and spiritual nourishment. 
Then, by simply saying, “Good to see you.” My favorite response that I have received from the Lord, who resides in His people is, “Good 
to be seen, brother.” These simple phrases, paired with my work in the kitchen, are my way of “always preaching and when necessary, using 
words.” This is how I commit to living a progressive theology for the liberation of the oppressed.   

Having spent over ten years of my religious life as the pilgrimage director at the Basilica 
and National Shrine of Our Lady of Consolation, in Carey, Ohio, I encountered faith-
filled pilgrims from all over the world. I heard countless stories from pilgrims 
about how God had touched their lives through the intercession of Our Lady 
of Consolation.  One story that sticks in my mind is a young girl that came to 
the Shrine because she was having problems with her eyesight.  The doctors 
had diagnosed her with macular degeneration of the eyes.  They told her that 
she would eventually lose her sight and go blind.  The young girl heard about 
the Shrine of Our Lady and asked her parents to take her there to light a candle 
to pray and ask God to heal her eyes.  Some weeks later, she had a doctor’s 
appointment, and the doctor told her that there was no sign of the disease in 
her eyes.  She told the doctor and her parents that it was through Mary’s powerful intercession that she 
was healed.  She came back to the Shrine a short time later and asked if she could put her old glasses in the miracle case where hundreds of items 
are placed by people who were healed by Jesus through Mary’s intercession. 

It is beautiful to experience a miracle firsthand personally and to know that people are still getting healed at the Shrine.  Pilgrims are still 
finding Peace, Comfort, Healing, and Consolation at the Shrine.  I always tell pilgrims, if everyone who has been touched by Jesus at the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Consolation wrote a page of their experiences over these past 100 years, we would have a book without end.   

Left: Br. Randy Kin relaxes on the front lawn 
in front of the OLC Shrine Gift Shop. 
Right: Pilgrims create a “sea of candles” in 
Carey, OH for the Procession of Our Lady, 
the night before the 2019 Feast of the 
Assumption.

By Friar Randy Kin OFM Conv. 
Former Pilgrimage Director in Carey, OH

By Friar Jaime Zaragoza OFM Conv.
Minister at the Franciscan Kitchen in Louisville, KY

“Healing in His wings” “He is not far from us” 

“A book without end”

By Friar Ken Bartsch OFM Conv.
Chaplain at the VA Hospital in Louisville, KY

“Good to be seen, brother.” 

Will I see Him?

Symposium - 
The Face of God

Seeing 

It had not rained during the Procession of Mary as far back as any local could remember.  Although our weather radar had indicated we were 
in the clear, with a 0% chance of rain,  a considerable storm approached the evening before the Assumption. Under normal circumstances, we 
would be preparing for our candlelight procession that starts at the Basilica and stretches to the Shrine Park. When you look out, all you can see 
is this river of candles. It is beautiful. 

But this year was different in many ways. Lightning and thunder were all around us as it stormed and hit close enough to make the Basilica’s 
bells sound off. Surely it wasn’t a coincidence that they rang out when usually, during a typical year, our doors would be opening for Our Lady to 
be carried down the steps and into the streets. 

Of course, it is not only the weather that has made this year different. Covid-19 has changed the way we can celebrate.  Many entities, 
including the friars, Diocese, and State Government, decided it was not a good idea to bring a large group to camp and parade in the streets. It 
would be impossible to keep a safe distance. And while we know, it was the right decision; to be responsible, to protect us all from this terrible 
disease,  we hunger to see our pilgrims again, to hear their stories of miracles fulfilled, and to witness their gratitude and devotion to Our Lady.

The Chaldeans, one of our largest groups of pilgrims, comes down from the Detroit area.  They are Catholics from Iraq, and they come to the 
shrine with multiple Generations in tow. They all come together, and traditionally they camp, share food, dance, and pray, and we witness that 
baton of faith passed on from one generation to the next.  It inspires. 

So, as lightning strikes and rain pours, some see it as a sign that Our Lady was sad, pilgrims could not come. To others, it was a sign she had 
been holding back the rain all these years, keeping them dry. As we all struggle with this pandemic, remember,  She is the one who heals us and 
consoles us.  It is only fitting, this year, She weeps.

This Year, She Wept 
The Feast of the Assumption in Carey, Ohio
By Friar John Bamman OFM Conv.

A pilgrim visits with his 2 year-old son, Fr. John Bamman (top,right) and Fr. 
Tom Merril (bottom,left) preside over Feast Day Masses, a pilgrim prays to 
Our Lady.  

†Fr. Joe Kiene OFM Conv..

In a recent letter to Minister General Carlos Alberto Trovarelli, Pope Francis writes: 

 “I associate myself spiritually with all those who shall participate, through prayer and charity, in the various initiatives being promoted for 
this Eighth Antonian Centenary.  I hope that all of you may be able to say, along with St. Anthony: “I see my Lord!” We must “see the Lord” in 
the faces of all our brothers and sisters and offer them consolation, hope and the opportunity to encounter the Word of God, upon which they may 
anchor their lives.”

We posed the following question to some of our friars:

How do you see the face of God or “See the Lord” when you work in your ministry?  

Fr. Paul Schlomer marches with peaceful protestors in Washington D.C.

Started by our own Br. Jim Fields 40 years ago. The Franciscan 
Kitchen in Louisville, KY serves over 400 meals daily.  

To read Friar Joe Kiene’s full obituary or make a donation in his memory please visit:  
https://franciscansusa.org/fr-joe-kiene

Fr. Joe West celebrates the Eucharist, pre-pandemic, with his 
parishioners at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church in Clarksville, IN



for the butchery. But some American soldiers serving in Vietnam were 
back home a week after leaving the jungle. 

A chaplain in a Veterans Affairs hospital meets Original Sin every 
day. There’s no point in protesting war, the military, or national 
defense. Members of a healing team recognize that their illness didn’t 
begin when they joined the military. Many were addicted to drugs, 
alcohol, and violence before they finished high school; many had 
suffered the divorce and estrangement of their parents; many already 
acclimated to a racist society. The oldest Veterans were given cigarettes 
and told to smoke if they expected to take a break. Why would you 
want a break if you don’t smoke?

The VA chaplain, representing no particular religion, offers 
spirituality to Veterans. The Catholic chaplain invokes the Real 
Presence of Jesus Christ. Because Catholics have a First Amendment 
right to the sacraments, the VA hires priest chaplains. In the rites of 
Eucharist, Reconciliation, and Anointing of the Sick, we encounter the 
dark mystery of Original Sin face to face -- within COVID range -- 
and the atoning mercy of grace. There is healing in His wings. 

An elderly doctor at the VA, a veteran of Vietnam, remarking 
about the COVID epidemic, told me he still worked there because, 
“We lost that war, I’m not going to lose this one.”

Then he asked why I am still there. “I’m atoning for protesting 
the Vietnam War,” I said.

“You did the right thing!” he replied.

I suppose I am still protesting the war.

The Vietnam War has never ended in the VA. Some Veterans 
complain they were not allowed to win the war; some are still 
angry at Jane Fonda and Muhammad Ali. But I have not met many 
Veterans who thought that the war was worth fighting.

Occasionally a Veteran agonizes with me over what he did, saw, 
or suffered in the war zone. If it made sense at the time and in that 
place, it doesn’t anymore. Wars justify themselves while they last, 
but they don’t last long. The most hardened soldier, surviving, must 
return to the world of civility.

Does it help when I say, “You did what you were trained to do?” 
We chose these young men and women to represent us in a conflict. 
We trained them, armed them, and commissioned them, knowing 
full-well they were young, immature, and would do foolish things. 
Very often, they don’t want to tell us what happened, nor do we 
want to hear it.

One of our chaplains, a scholar who has researched moral injury, 
told me some Native American peoples created ritual ceremonies for 
reintegrating their warriors into village life. They not only welcomed 
and affirmed their braves, but they also accepted full responsibility 
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By Friar Paul Schlomer OFM Conv.
Vocations Director in Silver Springs, MD

Pope Francis quotes St. Anthony in his exhortation to us to “see the Lord!” 
And certainly, recognizing Christ in the other, especially the stranger, is a 
cornerstone of what it means to be Christian. But there is a difference in 
simply physically seeing Christ, and seeing Christ as the young Augustinian 
canon Anthony did. On the road to Calvary, countless people saw Jesus with 
their eyes, but only a few truly saw Jesus, walked with Him to the Cross. 
The young St. Anthony saw those other young friars ready to give themselves 
to witness to the Cross, and he didn’t just wish them well, he followed!

I think this is how we are also called today to see Christ in this world 
torn by war, pandemic, economic and ecological disaster, and the long-
standing racism that often results in anger and violence. As Peter stepping 
out into the storm, we Franciscans are called to enter into that pain. We 
don’t just see Christ in George Floyd and Breonna Taylor and all the others, 
we follow them all the way to the Cross. This is difficult and often doesn’t 
end up where we think it will. Anthony was headed to Morocco and ended 
up in Sicily. But the point is, he saw Christ, got up and followed!

So now what? In my own little, insignificant way, I’ve tried to lend my voice to those crying for justice in our country. I’ve attended a 
bunch of marches and a few webinars and got the t-shirt for “Black Lives Matter.” And now we’re in that strange place where the street 
protests are dying down (until the next senseless death,) and we’re trying to make real change. How should just community protection and 
crime prevention look? What is the role of the police? How do we move those in positions of power, to relinquish that power to permit those 
who have been oppressed to have their fair shot?

It’s easy to now just downshift to my usual lethargy. The students will be returning; we’ve got some renovations going on; I’ve got homilies, 
presentations, and these little articles to write. But Christ is still out there, getting shot, losing His job, fleeing persecution and violence, being 
forced aside by politicians who won’t need Him after the election. I wonder if I will still really see Him?
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We are in an era of anxiety and worry, with a virus and violence, 
societal unrest and racial upheaval with no legal, political or bureaucratic 
solutions in sight. We need God. We need a savior. Where is he?

Joseph Ratzinger wrote in 1970, after having been asked what the 
church of the year 2000 will look like,  responded, “And so it seems 
certain to me that the Church is facing very hard times. The real crisis 
has scarcely begun. We will have to count on terrific upheavals. But I am 
equally certain about what will remain at the end: not the Church of the 
political cult, which is dead already, but the Church of faith. It may well 
no longer be the dominant social power to the extent that She was until 
recently; but it will enjoy a fresh blossoming and be seen as man’s home, 
where he will find life and hope beyond death.”1

Out of recent humiliations will come the grace of God with a saving 
power like we have never seen before. Where will we find this grace?  
St. Paul says to the Athenians in the Acts of the Apostles, “He made from one the whole human race… so that people might seek God, even 
perhaps grope for him and find him, though indeed he is not far from any one of us.” (17:26 & 27). Paul had an experience of God, through 
his Son Jesus Christ, that was so “up-close and personal”, so overpowering, that it knocked him to the ground. 

As a parish priest for 28 years, I see the presence of God in his faithful people when we gather together for worship at Mass, the other 
sacraments and in service. When Christians understand their Church, but no particular building, to be their home, then the faith, and it’s 
hope, is truly theirs, they own it. Now it cannot be easily taken away by any outside force. This is so beautiful to see. They don’t ‘attend’ 
Mass, they come back home and their service to others overflows as the most natural result.  

Jesus Christ, the compassion of God, is the answer to any significant question we may raise. In him we place our hope and he will not 
disappoint. 

1 Faith and the Future 2009 Ignatius Press.

By Friar Joe West OFM Conv.
Parish Priest at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church in Clarksville , IN

Fr. Joe Kiene had a gift for consoling people in times of crisis and those who found themselves far away from 
home. And while he often lived apart from his Franciscan brothers, he was able to create communities with those he 
served.

Friar Joseph Lawrence (Joachim) Kiene OFM Conv. He entered eternal life on July 17, 2020, in Angola, Indiana. 
He was born on March 18, 1937, in Lima, Ohio. He was a student at Mount St. Francis, Indiana, 1951; professed 
first vows as a Franciscan Friar Conventual, July 17, 1956, receiving the name Friar Joachim; professed solemn vows, 
July 23, 1960; and was ordained to the priesthood on February 22, 1964, St. Paul Cathedral in St. Paul, Minnesota.

After spending six years in parish ministry, Fr. Joe became a chaplain in the United States Navy and found his 
true vocation. His Franciscan formation brought out his gifts for hospitality and service to those in non-traditional 
settings. He used those gifts to build a deep sense of fraternity and God’s loving presence wherever he served. After 

seven years of active duty in the Navy, Fr. Joe spent two years as a chaplain at the Wisconsin State Prison before being invited to military duty, this 
time as a chaplain at the Veterans Administration Hospital in Indianapolis. He served veterans and hospital staff until his retirement.

The Mass of Christian Burial for Friar Joachim Kiene was July 30, St. Anthony of Padua Church, Angola, Indiana. Arrangements for his burial 
at Mount St. Francis, Indiana, are pending due to the pandemic.   

Fr. Ken Bartsch presides over Sunday Mass at the VA Hospital Chapel in 
Louisville, KY

Hello, I am Friar Jaime Zaragoza. I have just finished my studies in San 
Antonio, Texas and am now stationed in Indiana and doing ministry in our 
Franciscan Kitchen in Louisville, Kentucky. I have been looking forward to 
serving and receiving spiritual growth at the Franciscan Kitchen. Growing 
up in the Southwest, I was introduced to Liberation Theology, and I find it 
essential to my spirituality and pursuits for justice.  As Gustavo Gutierrez 
states:

“To abolish injustice and to build a new society, this theology must be verified by the practice of that commitment by active, effective 
participation in the struggle which the exploited social class has undertaken against their oppressor.”

I have been allowed to go to different parts of Central America, South America, and many different regions in the United States. Many 
of the towns are still developing, and I have been genuinely appreciative of their hospitality. Throughout my experiences of being a friar, I 
have received in abundance beautiful hospitality. These experiences have led me to live a mission of hospitality.  

The Franciscan Kitchen allows me to practice this mission.  I find that while trying to accomplish this mission, I can provide dignity in 
simple small ways. First, by preparing a meal for the Lord who lives in the people that come to receive physical and spiritual nourishment. 
Then, by simply saying, “Good to see you.” My favorite response that I have received from the Lord, who resides in His people is, “Good 
to be seen, brother.” These simple phrases, paired with my work in the kitchen, are my way of “always preaching and when necessary, using 
words.” This is how I commit to living a progressive theology for the liberation of the oppressed.   

Having spent over ten years of my religious life as the pilgrimage director at the Basilica 
and National Shrine of Our Lady of Consolation, in Carey, Ohio, I encountered faith-
filled pilgrims from all over the world. I heard countless stories from pilgrims 
about how God had touched their lives through the intercession of Our Lady 
of Consolation.  One story that sticks in my mind is a young girl that came to 
the Shrine because she was having problems with her eyesight.  The doctors 
had diagnosed her with macular degeneration of the eyes.  They told her that 
she would eventually lose her sight and go blind.  The young girl heard about 
the Shrine of Our Lady and asked her parents to take her there to light a candle 
to pray and ask God to heal her eyes.  Some weeks later, she had a doctor’s 
appointment, and the doctor told her that there was no sign of the disease in 
her eyes.  She told the doctor and her parents that it was through Mary’s powerful intercession that she 
was healed.  She came back to the Shrine a short time later and asked if she could put her old glasses in the miracle case where hundreds of items 
are placed by people who were healed by Jesus through Mary’s intercession. 

It is beautiful to experience a miracle firsthand personally and to know that people are still getting healed at the Shrine.  Pilgrims are still 
finding Peace, Comfort, Healing, and Consolation at the Shrine.  I always tell pilgrims, if everyone who has been touched by Jesus at the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Consolation wrote a page of their experiences over these past 100 years, we would have a book without end.   

Left: Br. Randy Kin relaxes on the front lawn 
in front of the OLC Shrine Gift Shop. 
Right: Pilgrims create a “sea of candles” in 
Carey, OH for the Procession of Our Lady, 
the night before the 2019 Feast of the 
Assumption.

By Friar Randy Kin OFM Conv. 
Former Pilgrimage Director in Carey, OH

By Friar Jaime Zaragoza OFM Conv.
Minister at the Franciscan Kitchen in Louisville, KY

“Healing in His wings” “He is not far from us” 

“A book without end”

By Friar Ken Bartsch OFM Conv.
Chaplain at the VA Hospital in Louisville, KY

“Good to be seen, brother.” 

Will I see Him?

Symposium - 
The Face of God

Seeing 

It had not rained during the Procession of Mary as far back as any local could remember.  Although our weather radar had indicated we were 
in the clear, with a 0% chance of rain,  a considerable storm approached the evening before the Assumption. Under normal circumstances, we 
would be preparing for our candlelight procession that starts at the Basilica and stretches to the Shrine Park. When you look out, all you can see 
is this river of candles. It is beautiful. 

But this year was different in many ways. Lightning and thunder were all around us as it stormed and hit close enough to make the Basilica’s 
bells sound off. Surely it wasn’t a coincidence that they rang out when usually, during a typical year, our doors would be opening for Our Lady to 
be carried down the steps and into the streets. 

Of course, it is not only the weather that has made this year different. Covid-19 has changed the way we can celebrate.  Many entities, 
including the friars, Diocese, and State Government, decided it was not a good idea to bring a large group to camp and parade in the streets. It 
would be impossible to keep a safe distance. And while we know, it was the right decision; to be responsible, to protect us all from this terrible 
disease,  we hunger to see our pilgrims again, to hear their stories of miracles fulfilled, and to witness their gratitude and devotion to Our Lady.

The Chaldeans, one of our largest groups of pilgrims, comes down from the Detroit area.  They are Catholics from Iraq, and they come to the 
shrine with multiple Generations in tow. They all come together, and traditionally they camp, share food, dance, and pray, and we witness that 
baton of faith passed on from one generation to the next.  It inspires. 

So, as lightning strikes and rain pours, some see it as a sign that Our Lady was sad, pilgrims could not come. To others, it was a sign she had 
been holding back the rain all these years, keeping them dry. As we all struggle with this pandemic, remember,  She is the one who heals us and 
consoles us.  It is only fitting, this year, She weeps.

This Year, She Wept 
The Feast of the Assumption in Carey, Ohio
By Friar John Bamman OFM Conv.

A pilgrim visits with his 2 year-old son, Fr. John Bamman (top,right) and Fr. 
Tom Merril (bottom,left) preside over Feast Day Masses, a pilgrim prays to 
Our Lady.  

†Fr. Joe Kiene OFM Conv..

In a recent letter to Minister General Carlos Alberto Trovarelli, Pope Francis writes: 

 “I associate myself spiritually with all those who shall participate, through prayer and charity, in the various initiatives being promoted for 
this Eighth Antonian Centenary.  I hope that all of you may be able to say, along with St. Anthony: “I see my Lord!” We must “see the Lord” in 
the faces of all our brothers and sisters and offer them consolation, hope and the opportunity to encounter the Word of God, upon which they may 
anchor their lives.”

We posed the following question to some of our friars:

How do you see the face of God or “See the Lord” when you work in your ministry?  

Fr. Paul Schlomer marches with peaceful protestors in Washington D.C.

Started by our own Br. Jim Fields 40 years ago. The Franciscan 
Kitchen in Louisville, KY serves over 400 meals daily.  

To read Friar Joe Kiene’s full obituary or make a donation in his memory please visit:  
https://franciscansusa.org/fr-joe-kiene

Fr. Joe West celebrates the Eucharist, pre-pandemic, with his 
parishioners at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church in Clarksville, IN
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2020 marks the 800th year of “St. Anthony’s conversion.” In 1220, a young 
Augustinian friar named Fernando was moved by the missionary spirit of the 
early followers of St. Francis. Fernando’s first encounter with the Franciscan friars 
was in his hometown of Lisbon, Portugal.  He witnessed five young Franciscans 
sharing about their desire to do missionary work in Morocco. These same friars 
would later return via the same route as martyrs, and this profound encounter 
with the first Franciscan martyrs from Morocco would become the decisive 
moment for Fernando, soon to be known as Anthony – St. Anthony of Padua.

St. Anthony received a call within a call, and he allowed the Spirit of God 
to move him beyond his comfort zone. And just like him, we are witnessing 
how the Spirit continues to stir the souls of young men to join the Franciscan 
movement, even amid this tragic pandemic. 

As on July 15, 2020, three novices, friars Joshua Sherls, Alex Gould, and 
Roberto Macias-Marin professed their vows leaving behind, like St. Anthony, 
a life known for the Spirit-filled Franciscan life of living the Gospel. These 
three young friars made their commitment in a very sacred place known as 
“La Misión de San Antonio de Ysleta del Sur,” established in 1680.  Today, it 
is located in the city of El Paso, Texas, but this mission, named after Anthony, 
owes its heritage to the Tigua people and the early Franciscan Missionaries in 
northern New Mexico, who decided to venture south toward the Río Grande.

The Tiguas for the past 340 years have praised St. Anthony, who is the patron 
of the mission and the Tigua People.  Even within the pandemic reality, taking 
precautionary measures, the Novena prayers to St. Anthony were celebrated, 
“promesas” - personal devotions were upheld. The Tigua Peoples’ meal was shared, 
Mass for the Feast of Saint Anthony was celebrated, and they danced to the beat 
of their sacred drum still echoing within our hearts.   The mission is alive. May we 
allow the Spirit that moved Francis and Anthony to drive us as we seek to live our 
call within a call.

By Friar Mario Serrano OFM Conv.

Fall 2020 Published by the Friars of the Province of Our Lady of Consolation

 

Safety, Security and an Income for Life 
Franciscan Gift Annuities support the long-term mission of the 
Conventual Franciscan Friars.  The friars place your lump-sum 
donation of $5,000 or more and invest it in a secure account. You 
receive fixed-payments of up to 8.6% of the value of your donation 
for life.  The friars receive the balance of the invested funds upon 
your death to be able to sustain our mission to form a community of 
fraternal love and equality by supporting and calling one another to 
on-going conversation in our vowed life.    

•  Safe, Secure and Fixed payments to you for life 

•  No Capital Gains Taxes at the time of your donation 

 •  Fixed Payment Rates as high as 8.6% based on value of your donation 
  
Help secure your future and leave a legacy for the Franciscan Friars you 
love. Please contact Shaunna Graf at (812) 923-5250  
or s.graf@franciscansusa.org today. 

The Tigua People celebrate in front of “La Misión de San 
Antonio de Ysleta del Sur” in El Paso, TX.  (This photo is from 
the 2019 celebration.)
Photo Credit: Al Baeza

Saint Anthony’s Newsletter

2

In Thanksgiving

Dear Fr. John,

I am thankful for the opportunity for my granddaughter to 
attend a retreat where my dad attended every summer for 
many years. Who would have thought? Blessings from this 
past year and the gift of the friars!!

Dear Fr. John,

I am thankful for life, love, my wonderful husband, for the 
Eucharist , and God’s gracious mercy.

Dear Fr. John,

Please pray for the family of Alan M.

Alan, age 32 passed away as a result of colon cancer, leaving 
a spouse, daughter, sister, mom, and many relatives. Please 
remember this loving family. Thank you! 
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Dear Friends,

Pope Francis recently remarked 
in a letter to Friar Carlos Trovarelli, 
Minister General of the Order of 
Friars Minor Conventual, marking the 
occasion of the 800th anniversary of St. 
Anthony entering into religious life:

“May his example of sharing in the 
difficulties of families, the poor and disadvantaged, as well as his 
passion for truth and justice, still arouse in us today a generous 
commitment to give of ourselves as a sign of fraternity.” 

“I am thinking most of all about the young: This saint, so 
ancient and yet so modern and brilliant in his insights, can be a 
model for new generations to follow, so that their journey may be 
made fruitful.”

His example is surely for the young, but also for all those 
who seek a new way.  During this time of isolation and political 
divide, his example is one for us all. How can we use technology 
and knowledge to encourage and support those who seek His 
Good News? How can we see God in those we can not be with or 
don’t agree with?  What can we learn by joining in solidarity with 
those in the margins of society? 

With St. Francis and St. Anthony as examples, our fraternity 
of brothers accept the challenge to see God in the faces of all 
we meet as we mission and minister. We invite you to join us in 
doing the same.  

Fr. John Elmer OFM Conv. 
Spiritual Director

Fr. John Elmer OFM Conv.

Like our parish communities, Retreat Centers have been 
hit especially hard by the recent Covid-19 pandemic. Our 
Franciscan Province sponsors three retreat centers: Mount 
Saint Francis Center for Spirituality at Mt. St. Francis, Indiana 
(“The Mount”),  Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center in 
Prior Lake, Minnesota (Prior Lake)  and Holy Cross Retreat in 
Mesilla Park, New Mexico (“Mesilla Park”). Each of 
these Centers fills a vital niche for spiritual renewal 
and growth in their respective communities, and 
each Center has had to come up with creative 
responses to serve the spiritual and 
sometimes material needs of those 
in their communities. Each Center 
wrestled with the question, 

“How to proclaim the Good 
News and be a beacon of hospitality 
and hope when we cannot safely 
welcome guests?”

Holy Cross Retreat Center, 
continued its long tradition of offering 
hospitality to individuals undergoing medical 
treatments in Las Cruces, while expanding 
their outreach to the homeless. Debbie Moore, 
Business Manager of Holy Cross, observed that the 
pandemic “made it clearer than ever how connected 
we all are to one another, how much we need each 
other, and how our actions or inactions affect 
others. ...Talking to those who have been staying 
for medical reasons, opening our doors to two 
homeless persons needing a short stay, and having 
the time to talk to them without all the “business” 
of normal time has highlighted the blessing that a simple act of 
kindness can be in someone’s life.”

All of our Retreat Centers climbed the somewhat steep 
learning curve of how to utilize new forms of technology to 
make the “retreat come to the retreatant.”  Prior Lake began 
to upload content on Tuesdays and Thursdays, some audio 
format content, and some video. “Our retreat team met 
virtually regularly to discuss the type of content we thought 
our retreatants needed,” Br. Bob Roddy, Director of Prior 
Lake, observed. In June, the preaching staff,  with the help of  
Marketing and Operations Director, Bob Beck, produced the 
video series: “Ordinary Time in a Not-So-Ordinary Time,” with 
these topics:  “The Gift in the Moment-Ways to Cope,” “It’s OK 
to be Sad,” “What Do We Do with Our Fears?” and “How Do 
We Wait?” “The response to this series and other offerings has 
been very positive,” Bro. Bob said. “We have had notes, e-mail 

messages, and phone calls from those who drew great comfort and 
strength from our web content.

Fr. Tom Smith, Director of Holy Cross, created four virtual retreats 
over the summer. “The response to the first Zoom Retreat was so 
great that I had to offer an extra set of sessions to accommodate the 
demand,” Fr. Tom said. “Keeping the numbers smaller allowed for 

more interaction between the participants and me, something 
that I value.” Fr. Tom succeeded in producing a hybrid 
retreat with some retreatants staying at the Holy Cross, some 
commuting, and some participating virtually, for a total of 59.

For the Mount, the March shutdown meant 
the cessation of high school retreat programs 
that make use of both the Main Retreat Center 
and the Youth Center. Br. Randy Kin, Director 
of the Mount, noted that “We planned some 
major renovations to the bathrooms in the 
Main Center for this summer, so we were not 
expecting to hold any programs then, but we 

sure missed the students and retreat leaders.” Judy 
Ribar, Associate Retreat Director, noted that  “We 

have been inundated with visitors on the property who are 
walking or jogging with friends, family, and dogs. Any given 

morning or evening this past spring, there were 40-50 non-staff 
cars in the parking lot. People sought outdoor peace on the 
grounds.” A “Self-Guided Outdoor Pilgrimage” brochure has 
been developed and is very much in demand. The Pilgrimage 
guide features 20 stops (shrines, statues, stations, labyrinth & 
meditation path) where someone can glean a bit of history and 
information about the site, and say a simple prayer, as they 
make their “pilgrimage” around the grounds.

All three of our Retreat Centers have had to wrestle with 
significant losses of income during this time. All three directors 
expressed gratitude for the many solicited and unsolicited donations. 
“Some of our retreatants have even sent in their retreat offering for the 
overnight retreat they missed,” Br. Bob said, “and many have expressed 
concern for the well-being of the friars and lay staff. It’s very touching 
and humbling.”

Our Franciscan Retreat Centers continue to be beacons of hope and 
comfort during these challenging times by using the many new means 
to spread the Good News. All of our retreat leadership knows that 
more creative possibilities beckon as we seek to encourage and support 
all who seek a deeper relationship with God and one another.

Example Through The Ages

I WOULD LIKE MORE INFO!
If you are 60 plus years young go to:  
 
https://bit.ly/cff-gift-annuities

Or clip out this part of your newsletter and mail 

it back in with your prayer requests: 

Name: ___________________________ 

_________________________________

Date of Birth:________ / ________ / _____

Email: _____________________________

__________________________________

Phone:  ____________________________

St. Anthony

Left to Right: Friars Josh Sherls, Roberto Macias-Marin, and 
Alex Gould  made their first vows, after completing their 
Novitiate year, on the Feast of St. Bonaventure, (July 15) at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in El Paso, TX.                   
 Photo Credit: Al Baeza

Province Updates

We’re pleased to announce that we gave away 420 trees during 
our Tree Giveaway! Our driveup event celebrating Laudato Si’s 
5th anniversary was a success. Thank you to all our friends in the 
community who are planting trees that look beautiful, purify the air, 
reduce flooding, stop erosion, clean the water, and provide habitat for 
wildlife. Also, thank you to our volunteers who so generously helped out 
during the day! We appreciate you all!

Solar Panel installations are complete in Las Cruces, NM at Holy 
Cross Retreat Center, in Mount Saint Francis, IN at Mount Saint 
Francis Center for Spirituality, and our Zambian Province. We also hope 
to add more in San Antonio, TX at our House of Formation as we move 
forward with our expansion there.  While we are always looking for ways 
to be more enviornmentally responsible, in Zambia, solar panels actually 
provide electricity and internet it did not have before.

A New Way
Our Retreat Centers Explore New 
Ways To Reach Those Who Seek A 
Deeper Relationship with God
By Friar Bob Roddy OFM Conv.

Br. Bob Roddy 
prepares to 
record a video.   
 
During this time 
friars and retreat 
center support 
staff are finding 
new ways to 
connect with the 
people who seek 
spiritual renewal 
and growth.

We have broken ground in San Antonio for the expansion of our 
House of Formation.  Each friar who begins formation in San Antonio 
will eventually be called to a ministry serving those most in need.

House of Formation Expansion 
San Antonio, TX

Retreat 
Directors and 
staff pose for 
pictures while 
on ZoomSolar Panel Installations 

Las Cruces, NM - Mount Saint Francis, IN -  Zambia, Africa

Laudato Si Tree Giveaway 
Mount Saint Francis, IN

Your donations make smiles like this possible! 

We encourage you to visit our retreat center websites to learn more and 
participate in future online retreats and programs. 

www.holycrossretreat.org
www.mountsaintfrancis.org
www.franciscanretreats.org

Friar Andy and Friar Mario minister 
to university students from El Paso & 
San Antonio, Texas
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